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The DEPUTY SPEAKER took the Chair
at 4.30 p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTIONS.

POTASH.

1587 Local Supplies. Costs, etd.157 Mr. BOVELL asked the Minister for In-1587 dustrial Development:
(1) What is the present position regard-

1567 ing the supply of potash for agricultural
purposes from Lake Campion and Lake

1568 Chandler?
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Narrows bridge, anticipated traffic flow
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Edward Memorial Hospital Board ..
Sunset Home, differential charges to
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Child Welfare Act Amendment Bill,

Crown Law interpretation of "5par
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Government stores, method and policy of
acquiring ... ..
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(2) What price per ton was charged for
potash at the time the works ceased pro-
duction?

(3) What is the cost per ton of imported
potash, and from what countries is it ob-
tained?

(4) Is there any Immediate prospect of
potash becoming available from local
deposits?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS (for the
1570 Minister for Industrial Development) re-

plied:
1570 (1) The potash plant has been sold and

there is no proposal to re-establish a plant
at Chandler.

1570 (2) £20 8s. per ton for 54 per cent. K±O
Product for. Weira siding. The price had

1570 been £31 per ton, but was reduced in
151 September, 1949, to compete with French
151 potash. The reduced price was quite

uneconomic.
1571 (3) £36 10s. per ton 58 per cent. K,
1572 Fremantle. It Is imported Principally from

1572 Germany and France.
(4) No.
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1572
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ROTTNEST ISLAND.
Successful Applicants for Accommodation.

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON asked the
Minister for Fisheries:

(1) Will he inform the House of the
Ittl number of applicants successful in
securing accommodation at Rottniest of
various types controlled by the Board of
Control for the period which includes the
next Christmas and New Year holidays?
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(2) How many applicants referred to in
No. (1) were successful in securing accom-
modation for a similar period last year?

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION (for
the Minister for Fisheries) replied:

(1) For the period from the 24th
November, 1956, to the 17th April, 1957,
applications received totalled 1,174. 01
these 496 or 42.3 per cent, were successful
in securing the accommodation asked for:
952 or 81 per cent. of the total applications
received were f or the school holiday period.

(2) Out of the 286 successful applicants
for the school holiday period, 20 had
secured accommodation for a similar period
last year.

WATER SUPPIE S.
(a) Prop'osed Scheme, Denmark.

Hon. A. F. WATTS asked the Minister
for Water Supplies:

(1) Have investigations into the pro-
posed water scheme for Denmark been
completed?

(2) If so, have they resulted in a pro-
posal deemed satisfactory?

(3) Will it be possible to make a start
on the scheme during this financial year?

The MINISTER replied:
(1) Yes.
(2) Yes.
(3) No.

(b) Suburban Shop Rates.
Mr. GRAYDEN asked the Minister for

Water Supplies:
(1) Does he consider it equitable that

suburban shops normally using only a few
gallons of water weekly, are rated for
water on the same basis as homes, result-
ing in shop owners being required to pay
an annual water rate which is out of all
proportion to the service which is pro-
vided to them?

(2) Is he aware that, in many cases,
the few gallons consumed weekly costs
the shop owner concerned in excess of
E25 annually?

(3) Will he give consideration to having
the basis of rating reviewed for the pur-
pose of overcoming this anomaly?

The MINISTER replied:
(1) Yes. This basis of rating is ac-

cepted, generally, throughout the British
Commonwealth.

(2) The amount of £25 quoted, in the
majority of cases would include sewerage
rates which would account for 53 per cent.
of the total rates charged.

(3) This matter already has received
most careful consideration.

EDUCATION.
(a) New School, Jerramongup.

Hon. A. F. WATTS asked the Minister
for Education:

(1) Has a site yet been fixed for the!
school at Jerramongup?

(2) If not, will he take immediate steps
to arrange for a site to be fixed?

(3) Is he aware that a substantial num-
ber of new settlers with children of school
age will be at Jerramongup very shortly,
and in consequence the provision of a
school there is now an urgent matter?

()Wlhe state when steps will be
taken to provide the school, and when it
is likely to be ready?

The MINISTER replied:
(1) A site has been tentatively fixed by

the department but finaisation is await-
ing approval of proposed townsite sub-
mission by the Lands Department.

(2) Final consideration of the proposed
subdivision has been delayed because of a
request from the local authorities for a
conference on placing of townsites in the
district.

(3) Yes.
(4) As soon as the site is finalised. In

the meantime, arrangements are being
made to open a school in temporary build-
ings to be made available by the war ser-
vice land settlement authorities.

(b) Junior and Leaving Certificate
Examinations.

Mr. COURT asked the Minister for
Education:

(1) Has the Government examined the
Proposals of the Public Examinations
Board for amending the present junior
and leaving certificate examinations sys-
tem?

(2) If so. what is the Government's re-
action thereto?

(3) If not, when will a decision be
announced?

The MINISTER replied:
The proposals will shortly receive con-

sideration.

GAS SUPPLIES.

(a) Metraooltan Position and Kwvinana
Refinery.

Mr. MARSHALL asked the Minister for
Works:

(1) Has the East Perth gas-making
plant reached its maximum output?

(2) Are any further extensions in the
metropolitan area proposed?

(3) Will it be possible to Pipe petroleum
gas from Kwlnana refinery to the metro-
politan area to areas not at present on
supply?
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The MINISTER replied:
(1) No.
(2) Yes, where economically justified

:and if funds are available.
(3) No area is at present known where

piped refinery gas would be more eco-
nomical than town gas.

(b) Albany Requirements, Price, etc.
Mr. HALL asked the Minister for Works:
(1) As a recent Press announcement

indicated that the Geraldton Municipal
Council is to close its gas works in Novem-
ber and that consumers can transfer to the
-use of "bottled gas," is it the intention of
the State Electricity Commission to treat
the Albany gas undertaking similarly?

(2) What is the price of gas to con-
sumers at-

(a) Albany;
(b) metropolitan area?

(3) What is the price (including freignt,
rental, etc.) of "bottled gas" to consumers
at-

(a) Albany:
(b) metropolitan area;
(c) Gcraldton?

(4) Are gas appliances in use at Albany
suitable for consumption of "bottled gas"
without adjustment?

The MINISTER replied:
(1) No decision has been made.
(2) (a) First 280 units per month at

2.15d. per unit; next 1,120 units
per month at 1.821d. per unit;
balance of units per month at
1.664d. per unit.

(b) First 7,000 units per month at
1.580d. per unit; next 7,000 units
per month at 1.505d. per unit;
next 7,000 units per month at
1.405d. per unit; all over 21,000
units per month at 1.305d. per
unit.

Per lb.
s. d.

(3) (a) Albany ... ..
(b) metropolitan area
Wo Geraldton... ..

1 4
1 3
1 4

Rental of equipment for a normal
domestic installation will cost an additional
£4 10s. per annum.

(4) No.

HEALTH.
Poliomyelitis Immunisation, Vaccine and

South Perth Priority.
Mr. GRAYDEN asked the Minister for

Health:
(1) What Is the latest position In regard

to the additional supplies of Salk vaccine
being sought from the Commonwealth
Government?

155]

(2) If additional supplies are obtained.
will children in the remaining Portion of
the South Perth zone, east of Canning
Highway, be given first priority, in order
that the whole of the South Perth zone will
be completed before Christmas as originally
Planned?

The MINISTER replied:
Sufficient additional vaccine has now

been promised which will enable the entire
South Perth zone to be dealt with before
Christmas, as originally planned.

BUS SERVICES.
Removal of Stop, Canning Highway.

Mr. GRAYDEN asked the Minister for
Transport:

In view of the fact that a Government
bus stop is located in such a position out-
side house number 234, Canning Highway,
South Perth, that buses using the stop
obstruct the driveway of the house and
create a traffic hazard inasmuch as the
occupant of the house on returning home
by car has to wait in a central lane on
the highway until such time as a bus
using the stop has departed, will he give
consideration to having the stop moved
a few yards either north or south of the
driveway in question?

The MINISTER replied:
I have arranged for an examination of

the location of this stop which was put
there by the Tramway Department.

RIVERTON.
Proposed Road.

Mr. GAFFY asked the Minister for
Works:

In viewv of the proposed road to follow
the power line through Riverton.-

(1) What will be the width of the
carriageways?

(2) What will be the width from
centre of power line to outside
of carriageways?

(3) What will be the overall width
resumed, or to be resumed?

The MINISTER replied:
(1) First stage: One 241 t. carriageway.

intimate: Two 24ft. carriageways.
(2) 44ft.
(3) Two to three and a half chains de-

pending on earthwork requirements and
whether or not service roads are needed.
The position as to service roads is depend-
ent upon the replanning of the area.

PETROL STATION.
Proposed Erection, Camnbridge-st.

Mr. JOHNSON asked the Minister repre-
senting the Chief Secretary:

(1) Is he aware that houses are being
demolished in Cambridge-st., Wembley
(near Alexander-St.), for the proposed
erection of a petrol station?
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(2) What company is proposing to build
the station there?

(3) What is the distance to the nearest
petrol station selling that company's pro-
duct?

(4) What other Petrol stations are
within one mile of the proposed site?

(5) Is it his opinion that there may be
an over supply of petrol stations In the
area?

(6) If so, can he or the Perth City Coun-
cil prevent this over supply?

The INISTER FOR WORKS replied:
(1) 1 have ascertained that this is cor-

rect.
(2) Caltex Oil (Aust.) Pty. Ltd.
(3) There is a Caltex station opposite.

(4) According to the Perth City Coun-
cil, seven, and possibly eight.

(5) The Minister has not made a close
survey of the area and is, therefore, tiot
in a position to express an opinion.

(6) There is no provision at present that
would enable either the Minister or the
council to take such action in the Perth
'City municipal district.

RAILWAYS.
Concessions to UJniversithy Students.

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON asked the
Minister representing the Minister for
Railways:

(1) Will he state what concessions are
allowed by each of the other State railway
systems for country travel by university
students during vacation?

(2) Will he state what concessions are
similarly allowed on this State's railway
system?

The MINISTER FOR TRANSPORT re-
plied:

(1) In all States except Western Aus-
tralia-

Over 16 years of age-half adult
fare.

Under 16 years of age-one-third
of adult fare.

No restriction is imposed for local travel
from home to school and vice versa and
for recreational purposes during vacation.

(2) Over 16 years of age-half adult
fare.

Under 16 years of age-one-third
adult fare.

These concessions are confined to travel
from home to school and vice versa, and
in addition, half-rate concessions are
granted to students under 16 years travel-
ling by rail for recreational Purposes dur-
ing vacation.

PROBATE.

Exemption on Softwood Plantations.

Mr. HEARMAN asked the Premier:
Will he give consideration to giving
some relief from probate to those land-
holders who endeavour to establish Soft-
wood Plantations on their properties?

'The MINISTER FOR WORKS (for the
Premier) replied:

It is not thought that this would be the
best way to assist the landholders con-
cerned.

HARBOURS.
(a) Fishermen's Jetty, Bunbury.

Mr. ROBERTS asked the Minister for
Works:

On the 24th November, 1955, in reply to
a question by me, he indicated that con-
sideration had been given by the Govern-
ment to the building of a fishermen's
landing jetty at Sunbury.

On the 30th August, 1956, in reply to a
further question by me, it was indicated
that the Government would not proceed
during this financial year with such a
project nor consider incorporating in the
project boat-slipping facilities.

(1) In view of the foregoing, would the
Government investigate the possibility of,
and indicate the estimated cost of-

(a) converting the pile landing jetty
near the breakwater at Sunbury
into a fishermen's jetty by decking
same so that motor trucks, etc.,
can Proceed to the seaward end of
such structure to on and off load,
fishermen's requirements and
hauls;

(b) building a lower loading structure
at the end or side of the present
structure in order that fishermen
can lie alongside whilst loading
and unloading their boats;

(c) incorporating boat-slipping facili-
ties alongside the present struc-
ture?

(2) Will the Government reconsider its
present intention not to proceed with this
project in this financial year; if not, why
not?

(3) Would the funds for such a project
come from petrol tax moneys; if not, why
not?

The MINISTER replied:

(1) Yes.

(2) This will depend upon the result of
investigations.

(3) No consideration has been given at
this stage to the source of funds.
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(bi) Expenditure at Danbury.

Mr. ROBERTS asked the Minister for
Works:

(1) What was the total expenditure on
the Bunbury harbour from loan and
revenue funds for the year 1955-56?

(2) On what projects were these funds
spent?

(3) What was the actual expenditure on
each project?

The MINISTER replied:
(1) £76,670.
(2) and (3) -

Jetty extension (loan)
Transit shed (loan) ..
Dredging (revenue) ..
Repairs to breakwater

(revenue) ..
Model analysis (loan)

t
.. 38,550
.. 17,595
.. 17,814

1,962
.. 149

WAR SERVICE LAND) SETTLEMENT.
Project at Eneabba.

Hon. D. BRAND asked the Minister for
Lands:

(1) What was the total sum spent on
the Eneabba project at Three Springs?

(2) What improvement has been achieved
through this expenditure?

(3) When will the first farmers be
settled on this area and at what rate from
then on?

The MINISTER replied:
(1) £376,161 3s.
(2) (a) Clearing, 65,711 acres completed

by chaining, burning and heap-
ing blackboy.

(b) Ploughing. 54,400 ploughed, of
which 25,600 acres have received
a second Ploughing, Total,
80,000 acre ploughings.

(c) Cropping, 14,000 acres, of which
12.000 acres are at present in
crop.

(d) Pasture, 2,000 acres.
(e) Fencing, 300 miles.
(f) Buildings, 31 sheds, 1 house and

depot buildings.
(g) Water supply, 49 bores sunk to

average of 250 feet. Nine are
equipped.

(h) Stores on hand, £42,960 12s. 9d.

(3) Anticipated allotments:-

1958 .... ~.. . 7

1960 .... .. ..1 25

Total ... 47

MOTOR-VEHICLE LICENCES.
Free Issue to Paraplegic Patients.

Mr. HEAL asked the Minister for Trans-
port:

Would he consider the granting of free
licences to paraplegic patients who pur-
chase motor-vehicles, under the same sys-
tern that free licences are granted to t..
ex-servicemen and other special cases?

The MINISTER replied:
I would consider the granting of a free

licence for vehicles for paraplegic patients
in special cases of hardship.

NARROWS BRIDGE.
Ant icipated Traffic Flow.

Mr. COURT asked the Minister f or
Works:

In reply to my question, without notice,
of the 18th October, 1956, regarding traffic
to and from Perth side of the Narrows
bridge and existing traffic to and from
Perth along Mounts Bay-rd., the Minister
dealt with outward flows. Will he acquaint
the House with the overall plan including
flow of traffic to and from St. George's
Terrace and Mounts Bay-rd and the
bridge in the absence of a link road?

The MINISTER replied:
I thought that the member for Nedlands

was aggrieved because not sufficient in-
formation was being given to him in
answer to his questions on this matter
the other evening. Therefore, I have
decided to give him his answer at length.
The information asked for is as follows:-

The most important feature of the ter-
minal treatments proposed for the Nar-
rows bridge is the large parking area
which will be a traffic island or rotary
bounded by a system of one-way roads,
thus permitting easy access and egress.
Mounts Hay-rd on the north side of the
parking area will be organised for a one-
way traffic movement from wvest to east
and the combined inflow from the Nar-
rows bridge and Mounts Bay-rd. will have
the choice of turning right and coming
to rest inside the parking area, turning
left up Spring-St., Mill-st. or William-st.,
or proceeding onward along the Esplan-
ade. For the reverse movement outwards
from the city, traffic may leave St.
George's Terrace by Spring-st., Mill-st.,
William-st., or the Esplanade, and pass
around the parking area rotary by Mounts
Bay-rd., Wiliam-st. and Riverside Drive.
The three last mentioned roads in these
sections will be one-way roads.

Traffic for the north of the city coming
from the east along Riverside Drive may
continue along Riverside Drive to the
western end of the parking area and turn
right on to a one-way road bounding the
Parking area on the west, whence it May
turn up Mill-st. or William-st. Traffic in
the reverse direction May enter Mounts
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Bay-rd. on the north of the parking area The MINISTER replied:
through the same streets and proceed to
Riverside Drive via William-st. or Bar-
rack-st.

With the opening of the Narrows bridge,
there will be a new pattern of traffic flows
in St. George's Terrace, and indeed
throughout the city. These flows will be
modified by other proposals for traffic
improvement such as the establishment of
a fringe parking area along Welligton-
st., and it is impossible at this stage to
assign quantitative values to them.

It is not expected that there will be any
difficulty in handling the traffic in the
complex of one-way roads bounding the
proposed riverside parking area and lead-
ing to and from the Narrows bridge and
Mounts Bay-rd.. but there may be some
difficulty of traffic management in St.
George's Terrace at peak periods. The
problem here has not yet been thoroughly
assessed, but contributions to its solution
could be found in future restrictions on
kerbside parking, the provision of new
fringe parking areas, the re-routing of
buses, and the installation of traffic lights
at appropriate intersections. Attention is
being given to these matters.

When the Narrows bridge is opened to
traffic, studies will be maintained to estab-
lish quantitatively the new traffic pattern
and its rate of growth with a view to tim-
Ing the construction of the western switch
road.

MEDICAL SCHOOL.
Negotiations with King Edward Memorial

Hosp~ital Board.

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON asked the
Minister for Health:

Will he deny that the University Senate
is concerned that its attempts to continue
negotiations regarding medical school
arrangements with the board of the King
Edward Memorial Hospital are frustrated
because the board, with its knowledge of
the subject, has not been reappointed?

The MINISTER replied:

I am not aware of any concern on the
part of the University Senate in connec-
tion with this matter.

SUNSET HOME.
Differential Charges to Pensioners.

Mr. COURT asked the Minister for
Health:

(1) Has further consideration been
given to the differential charges at
"Sunset" against ex-servicemen in receipt
of war pensions and other persons in re-
ceipt of income additional to age or ser-
vice pensions?

(2) If so, with what result?
(3) if not, is revision proposed?

This matter is under consideration and
I will advise the hon. member at an early
date.

CHILD WELFARE ACT AMENDMENT
BILL.

Crown Law Interpretation of
"PUrporting."

Mr. JAMIESON asked the Minister for
Justice:

Will he obtain for his own information
a Crown Law interpretation of the term
"purporting to have the control"?

The MINISTER replied:
If, as I am informed, the question re-

lates to a term used in the Child Welfare
Act Amendment Bill, the Crown Law in-
terpretation of the term is that it includes
a person who is professing or pretending
to have the control notwithstanding that
some other person may have, or have, the
legal right to the control.

GOVERNMENT STORES.
Method and Policy of Acquiring.

Mr. COURT asked the Premier:
(1) What is the Procedure employed by

the Government for the purchase of its
needs-

(a) routine food and other operating
requirements for institutions,
hospitals, etc.;

(b) routine spare parts and expend-
able store requirements for Gov-
ernment departments. Govern-
ment and semi-Government
Instrumentalities;

(c) capital expenditure on furniture,
furnishings, plant, vehicles, and
the like;

(d) buildings and other capital
works;

(e) stationery and other routine de-
partmental requirements?

(2) To what extent do each of the Gov-
ernment trading, Government and semi-
Government instrumentalities, including
workshop installations-

(a) seek public patronage in compe-
tition with private traders:

(b) receive orders from Government
departments, and Government
and semii-Government instru-
mentalities without competitive
tenders from Private traders?

(3) What ministerial directions have
been given during the last twelve months
regarding Purchasing or ordering from
Government trading concerns or Govern-
ment and semi-Government instrument-
alities, including workshop installations?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS (for the
Premier) replied:
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(1) (a) Meat and vegetables are pur-
chased on open market. All other re-
quirements are purchased by the Govern-
ment Stores Department on public tender.

(b) and (e) Tenders are called.
(d) Some are by public tender and

others by departmental day labour.
(e) Some supplied by Government

Printer; other requirements by tender.
(2) (a) Only in the manner as re-

quired by their respective statutes.
(b) When it is more economical and in

the State's interest to do so.
(3) Purchases are made from Govern-

ment trading concerns and Government
instrumentalities when requirements can
be supplied under more favourable finan-
cial conditions to the Government

EGGS.
Exports and Price.

Mr. WILD asked the Minister for Agri-
culture:

(1) What is the anticipated quantity of
eggs that will be exported to countries
other than England during the present
flush season?

(2) What is the net average price being
received for such sales f.o.b. F'remantle?

The MINISTER replied:
(1) The anticipated quantity of eggs ex-

parted to countries other than the United
Kingdom from July to November was as
follows:-

Cases
Singapore .- ... 18,864
Persia ... 11,217
Cocos Island .. 36

Total ... 30,117

(2) The equivalent f.o.b. price Fremantle
is as follows-

Singapore-
Eggs Z s. d.
121lb, 6 1 $
14 lb. 6 10 0
16 lb... 6 17 8

Persia: (sales cover orders lodged
from May to November) -
Cases per doz.

716 ... 4s. 5d.
6,439 .... 4s. 6d.

422 .... 4s. 8d.
602 .... 5s, 2d.
767 .... 5s. 3d.

2,271 ... 4s. 9d.

11,217

Cocos Is.: 36 cases air freight ex
stare at 5s. 2d, Per dozen.

POTATOES.

(a) Marketing Act Petition, Further
Action.

Mr. LAWRENCE (without notice) asked
the Minister for Agriculture:

(1) Will he tell the House whether the
member for Harvey has Intimated to him
that he will move a motion for the aboli-
tion of the Marketing of Potatoes Act,
1946?

(2) If no move has been made by the
member for Harvey to bring the facts be-
fore the House as regards the petition pre-
sented by the hon. member on the 10th
instant, will the Minister give his con-
sidered opinion as to why no move has been
made by the member for Harvey?

(3) 'What was the result of the refer-
endum of the 9th March, 1956, for the
abolition of the board?

The MINISTER replied:

I must thank the hon. member for giving
mue some notice of this question and I have
been able to obtain at least the figures he
requires. The replies to his questions are
as follows:-

(1) The member for Harvey has not seen
me or Intimated to me that he intends to
take action in regard to the petition which
he laid on the Table of the House recently.

(2) it could be that the hon. member is
not at all sure of his ground In this matter.
The potato growers in the Harvey district
have long been recognised as a people who
are living In a hot bed of discontent in re-
lation to the Potato Marketing Board, and
they have on previous occasions attempted
to destroy this method of organised market-
ing. Some two years ago as a result of a
large public meeting in that district, a
motion was carried seeking to abolish the
Potato Marketing Board.

The moment that became known, other
meetings of growers were held throughout
the whole of the potato-growing areas and
their intention was to Pass a resolution in
support of, and expressing confidence In,
the board. This, in fact, they did. As a
result of this petition being presented to
the House, we find a good deal of un-
easiness has been created throughout the
potato-growing areas and has brought
certain repercussions in its train, one of
which is a telegram I received today
indicating that not all of the potato
growers are of the same mind as those in
the Harvey area. This is from the Warren
zone and it reads as follows:-

Warren zone confirms its support of
the Potato Marketing Board and con-
demns the action of minority in pre-
senting petition to Parliament.

This was signed by J, W. Uttlefair.
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So far as the petition itself is concerned,
I think I ought to mention that I have
examined it as closely as possible, and have
made a fairly close check of the position
particularly as it relates to the names con-
tained in it. Although there are 137 names
on that petition, I find that approximately
17 of them are people of whom the Potato
Marketing Board has no knowledge; a
further 14 are not, I believe, eligible to vote
as they are not commercial growers within
the meaning of the Act; and an examina-
tion of the names and a cheek has disclosed
that at least one man has signed twice; or
if he has not done so, someone else entered
his name on the petition and later on the
grower has taken the opportunity of sign-
ing his name himself.

There is also evidence that quite a num-
ber of these growers who signed the peti-
tion did not read the vital clause in it.
Naturally no one can blame the member
for Hanvey for that because when a man
puts his signature to a petition, he is ex-
pected to know what it contains. The clause
reads--

Your petitioners believe to be expedi-
ent in their interest and in the interest
of the public generally that the said
Act be repealed and growers be per-
mitted to sell potatoes in the open
market.

That was not generally known to a number
who signed the petition.

It is a well-known fact that potato
growers, even in the Harvey area when two
years ago they sought to destroy the board,
had no intention of destroying orderly
marketing- They were only dissatisfied with
the personnel of the board and the policy
adopted. But under the conditions as pre-
sented in the petition, the whole Act gov-
erning the marketing of potatoes would be
repealed if a motion were carried in the
terms of the petition. The manner in which
the petition has been drawn up and pre-
sented here, without any check or attempt
being made to ensure its accuracy, is an
Insult to Parliament and does not reflect
any credit on the hon. member who intro-
duced it.

Mr. Court: Doesn't he have to go through
certain formalities?

The MINISTER: In the interests of
justice and with a view to ascertaining
what the House feels in this matter, the
hon. member should take steps to withdraw
the petition which, in my view, should not
be here because of the manner in which
it is drawn up.

(3) There were 475 voting papers sent
out which comprised the number of mnem-
bers in the association at the time. Of those
359 were returned and 306 voted for the
retention of the board. Of the remainder
41 voted against and there were 123 In-
formal votes.

(b) implication of Bad Faith.
Mr. HEARMAN (without notice) asked

the Minister for Agriculture;
Are the remarks he has lust made

intended to imply that the member for
Harvey acted in bad faith and improperly
as a member of this Chamber?

The MINISTER replied:
I will Put it this way: Had I been in the

member for Harvey's place, I would have
taken More care than he did in connection
with this matter.

Mr. Ross Hutchinson:, Answer the ques-
tion!

The MINISTER: I have.

te) Signing of Petition by Member for
Harvey.

Mr. LAWRENCE (without notice) asked
the Minister for Agriculture:

Is it known to the Minister, or to mem-
bers of this House, that the petition he
presented was signed by the member for
Harvey?

The MINISTER replied:
No, I did not know that.

I'd) Responsibility for Bona Fidies of
Signatures.

Mr. WILD (without notice) asked the
Minister for Agriculture:

Does he imply from the statement he has
made impugning the member for Harvey
in his absence, that he or any other mem-
ber of Parliament should see that all the
Signatures on a petition are bona tide?

The MINISTER replied:
It could be that some members might

be quite happy in presenting a petition
without examination, but in view of the
fact that a, petition is Placed before the
highest court of the land where accuracy
in matters of this description is at least
desirable, I think it Is the responsibility of
a member introducing a matter of this
kind to make as certain as he can that the
petition Is a properly drawn-up and
executed document. If the member for
Harvey and the member for Dale think
they are entitled to bring a document of
this kind without investigation, they are
at liberty to do so. However, so far as I
am concerned I would make a check in a
matter of that description; but other mem-
bers may do as they please.

(e) Check by Departmental Officers.
Hon. L,. THORN (without notice) asked

the Minister for Agriculture:
When a petition is presented, is it not

the responsibility of his departmental
officers to cheek the petition and not the
responsibility of the member who presents
It?
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The MINISTER replied:
It is not the responsibility of the depart-

ment so far as I know; it Is not an obliga-
tion of the officers of the department to
check anything laid on the Table of the
House but the responsible Minister, who
might be involved in a debate in connec-
tion with it, would naturally concern him-
self with the matter, which I did.

(f) Licensed Growers and Ballot Papers
issued.

Mr. LAWRENCE (without notice) asked
the Minister for Agriculture:

Is he aware there are approximately
1,100 licensed growers in this State and
that there were only 475 ballot papers
sent out? I would explain that would be
the full membership of the Potato Growers
Association. Under its constitution, Sec-
tion 3, states that only growers who are
enrolled for the Legislative Assembly can
be members of the association, which, in
fact, means out of the 1,100 only 475 could
be assessed as being naturalised. it means
about three of the licensed growers are
naturalised and two are not. I would like
to know whether the Minister is aware of
this fact.

The MINISTER replied:.
I am not aware of that. I know, of

course, that the Potato Growers Associa-
tion is governed by a policy which I think.
speaking from memory, lays it down that
in order to have a vote on the business of
the association a person must be eligible
to be placed on the electoral roll. I think
that is a description of the Government
policy which would, of course, mean he
would have to be naturalised. I think
that that is what has caused such a re-
duction in the number of members in the
association as against the total number
who are producers.

(g) Member for Harvey's Signature.

Mr. ROBERTS (without notice) asked
the Minister for Agriculture:

In view of what the member for South
Fremnantle said in regard to the petition
being signed by the member for Hanvey,
I would like the Minister to Indicate now
as to whether the member for Harvey did
actually sign the petition?

The MINISTER replied:
I do not see any need at this moment

to have an exchange on this petition go-
ing backwards and forwards, Could the
member for Bunbury tell us whether he
signed it or not?

Mr. Hearman: The member for Har-
vey has signed the top of the petition to
certify there are 137 signatures.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Is the hon.
member asking a question? He cannot
make a statement.

(h) Member's Signature Required.

Mr. COURT (without notice) asked the
Minister for Agriculture:

Does he realise that the signature on the
petition by the member for Harvey Is the
signature required of a member officially
presenting a petition in this House?

The MINISTER replied:
I have not queried the hon, member's

question or the right of the member for
Harvey. It was done by the member for
South Fremantle.

Mr. Court: It is not fair in the absence
of the member for Harvey.

The Minister for Agriculture: The busi-
ness of Parliament must go on.

Wi Question, Member to Member,
Disallowed.

My. HEARMAN (without notice) asked
the member for South Fremantle:

Has he any other suggestion-
The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! The

hon. member cannot ask a Private mem-
ber a question.

Mr. Hearman: I thought I could ask a
question but that he need not answer.

Mr. Lawrence: I am quite prepared to
answer the hon. member outside if he
cares to see me.

KATANNING DISTRICT HOSPITAL.
Tabling o/ Papers re Renovations.

Mr. NALDER (without notice) asked
the Minister for Health:

Will he lay on the Table of the House
all papers dealing with extensions and
renovations to the Katanning district
hospital?

The MINISTER replied:
Yes.

BILLS (3)-FIRST READING,
1, Rural and Industries Bank Act

Amendment (No. 2).
Introduced by the Minister for Lands.

2, Native Welfare Act Amendment.

3, State Trading Concerns Act Amend-
ment.

Introduced by the Minister for Native
Welfare.

BILLS (5)-THIRD READING.
1, Police Act Amendment (No. 1).
2, Betting Control Act Amendment.
3, Bookmakers Betting Tax Act Amend-

ment.
4, Licensing Act Amendment (No. 3).
5, Pig Industry Compensation Act

Amendment.
Transmitted to the Council.
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MOTION-KING EDWARD MEMORIAL
HOSPITAL.

Wrongful Action of Government.

I. ROSS HIUrCmNSON (Cottesloe)
Mill1: 1 move-

That in the opinion of this House
the Government acted wrongly, and
not in the best interests of the King
E d w a r d Memorial Hospital , the
patients and hospital administration
generally-

(a) by interfering with the appoint-
ment, made by the board of the
King Edward Memorial Hos-
pital for Women, of a trained
hospital administrator for that
institution;

(b) by refusing, because of the
board's adherence to its de-
vision re the above appointment,
to reappoint the members of the
board when their term of office
had expired; and

(c) by overriding the board, which
had an excellent record of ser-
vice, and which, in the particu-
lar case of the appointment of
its own administrator, was
acting in an efficient, legitimate
and constitutional manner.

-1 feel I must tell a story to the House.
The Minister for Health: So long as you

tell a truthful story, it will be all right.
Hon. Sir Ross McLarty: He always does.
Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON: It is obvious

'the Government or official sections of it
try to pin down a word in the first sentence
of what I am going to say. There is
nothing wrong in my saying I am going to
tell a story about this.

Mr. Bovell: It is an attempt to cover the
'Government's embarrassment.

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON: This is a
-story about powers, not powers in the
sense of great nations but in the sense of
the powers that curry to. It concerns the
Powers of a Government and the powers
of the board of management of the King
Edward Memorial Hospital. Incidentally,
I would like to say personalities in this
business should not be taken into account.
Some members of the Government may
attempt to misrepresent what I have to
say In the course of my speech with par-
ticular regard to local applicants and over-
seas applicants.

The Minister for Works: it is a very
important point, you know, as to whether
there is a suitable person in Australia.

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON: The point
will be made, and the Miister for Works
can be assured about that. In saying what
I have about Personalities. I would have
it known by everyone that, In my opinion,
this is one of the minor Matters concerned
in this affair. With regard to the

applicants for the position of administrator
of this hospital, I know at least one of the
local applicants quite well, and I know he
is a worth-while administrator. So I feel
a degree of regard for him. There is an-
other local applicant for whom I have a
warm regard, although I do not know him.
He happens to bear the same name as I do.
But, of course, one cannot go into per-
sonalities like that.

At a later stage of my speech I will make
mention of the Act called the Re-establish-
ment and Employment Act, 1945, having
regard to preference In employment. But
I would like to get back to the first state-
ment I made regarding powers. What are
the powers of a board with regard to the
management of a hospital? Let us look
at the Hospitals Act and see how a board
can operate. Section 1B reads as follows-

A board shall be responsible for
the control, management and mainten-
ance of the public hospital or hospitals
for which it is or has been appointed.
and may exercise such other duties and
functions for the purposes of this Act.
as may from time to time be pre-
scribed.

Section 19 (1) read-
A board may from time to time

appoint and remove a secretary, a
treasurer, and such other medical and
other officers, matrons, nurses, attend-
ants, and servants as it thinks requisite
to assist in the management of any
public hospital under the control of the
board, or otherwise in the execution of
this Act.

I have not sought legal advice as to the
interpretation of that, because 'I do not
think it is really necessary. I do not be-
lieve anyone will quibble with the fact that
the board has complete power to appoint
or dismiss any officer-in short, to hire and
fire an officer-provided that its acts in a
manner that is considered, generally speak-
ing, to be in the best interests of the hos-
pital's administration and of the patients.
So long as it is acting efficiently and legiti-
mately, I should say that the Minister
would have no power to interfere with the
board in its hiring and firing of its officers.

The Minister for Transport: I don't
think you are being very honest in say-
ing that.

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON: Would the
Minister explan?

The Minister for Transport: Because
Section 5 says that the general adminis-
tration of the Act should be under the
control of the Minister.

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON: The Mini-
ster for Transport is usually much more
precise in his knowledge of a subject than
he is exemplifying at present. I would
ask him to give further consideration to
what he is quoting. Would he like me to
go on?
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The Minister for Transport: You go on.
You will get deeper into the mire.*

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINqSON: I am speak-
ing only from memory and a cursory exam-
ination-

The Minister for Works: Give us the
next chapter of the story!

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON: It would
appear that the Minister is in complete
charge of the hospital if the board is not
in control.

The Minister for Transport: That is a6
totally different section. You should have
known that before launching this motion.

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINqSON: I do not
want the Minister to draw red herrings
across the path. If he would like to buy
into the debate, I would be happy to hear
him. He will have an opportunity.

The Minister for Transport: If. you
carry on in the way you are going, you
may be obliged.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order!
would ask the hon. member to address
remarks to the Chair. He would get
much better.

I
his
on

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON: Thank you,
Mr. Deputy Speaker! I suggest that you
might protect me in that regard.

Mr. Court: You seem to have touched
the Minister on the quick.

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON: After the
13th September, when the board's term of
office had expired, the Minister legally had
power; no one denies that. But in this
case that power has been gained at the
sacrifice of ethics.

The Minister for Health: Of what?
Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON: Of ethics.

He has gained this power to control the
hospital at the sacrifice of ethics. He has
spurned the board and put it on one side
because it would not do as he wanted it
to do.

Mr. Heal: Naughty boy!
The Minister for Transport: You should

be ashamed of yourself!
Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON: I do not

want to go too far in that regard.
The Minister for Transport: You have

already gone too far.
The Minister for Health: I don't mind

how far you go. I have a complete answer.
Mr. ROSS HUJTCHINSON: Let me go

on telling the story of this quite silly and
ugly mess.

The Minister for Transport: A fairy
story it is!

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON: I know, Sir,
that you asked me to disregard Interjec-
tions, and I would be pleased to do so.
But the Minister for Transport-who, as
a Minister, should have some regard for
your ruling-continually interjects with
completely hopeless statements.

Hon. L. Thorn: Red herrings.
Mr. Nalder: Ignore them!
Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON: While I amT

not trying to get up to tell untruths, I
am endeavouring to tell to the public the
story of what has happened. I would like
to tell the story of this whole silly and ugly
mess that is the result of the Minister's
taking the action I have outlined in this
motion. This mess Involves the future har-
monious working of all boards of an honor-
ary nature. It appears as though the Gov-
ernment, in order to have its way, will have
to appoint to honorary boards in future
only those who will renounce those powers
and weakly submit to the Minister's dic-
tation or to the requirements of depart-
mental officials. It would appear that a
board would become under such circumn-
stances merely a stooge. What sort of
honorary service would we get in that re-
spect?

I say again that the Minister has
assumed his powers over this hospital at
the complete sacrifice of all ethics. This
Particular business starts with the calling
of applications for an administrator for
the King Edward Memorial Hospital occa-
sioned by the untimely death of the former
administrator. The story carries on with
the setting up of selection committees.
both here and in the United Kingdom, to
deal with applications. Much work was
done by the selection committees and by
the board of management itself before a
final choice was made.

Prior to the final selection, hints and
advice were given by departmental officers
and by the Minister that the Minister
would like to have a local applicant secure
the position if there was a suitable one.
However, the board in its wisdom, and in
its control of the hospital's organisation
and affairs, selected an Englishman named
Hodkinson. Of course, names mean noth-
ing. This Englishman was chosen; and
immediately that was done, a cable was
sent by the chairman of the board to the
Agent General for Western Australia in
London asking him to indicate to Mr.
Hodkinson the fact that he had been.
selected for the position.

A letter was also Prepared and sent the,
Same day giving further details. So a.
cable and a letter were sent to this Eng-
lishmninviting him to accept the posi-
tion and actually congratulating him on,
his appointment.

As soon as that fact became known, the
Minister was apparently contacted in the
House, and began his interference by ask-
ing the board to send a cable requiring
the acceptance of the position to be de-
ferred for a period of three months.

The Minister for Health: Your state-
ment is not quite correct. However, it
will be corrected later.

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON: I am not
trying to distort the picture in any way.
I am endeavouring to preserve the
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sequence of events, and I do not think I
have erred in any major way. The Min-
later may possibly be referring to the
letter that was sent.

The Minister for Health: I will reply
later.

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON: I am only
too willing to help the Minister in a con-
structive way if he will make his desires
known. It is not my wish to tell any un-
truths. I want to present the true picture.
A special meeting was held, which the Min-
ister's representative attended. This
meeting took place after the cable had
been sent-very shortly afterwards. 'Upon
certain circumstances having been ex-
plained to the board-I hope I am being
fair-the board was prevailed upon to
cable Mr. Dimmitt, the Agent General, re-
questing him to ask Mr. Hodkinson to de-
fer acceptance of the appointment for
three months, for reasons which I will
give later.

That cable was sent under the name of
the Minister, as the chairman of the
board refused to sign it, saying that he
no longer had the power legally because
the Minister had not yet signed the papers
reappointing the board. A little later,
when certain advide had been asked of the
Solicitor General, the Minister wrote a
letter to the board actually demanding-
the letter obviously was a request, but it
was couched in such terms as to lead me
to say advisedly that it was a demand-
the revocation of the offer to this English-
man.

The board refused to revoke the offer
because it believed that, after the gamut
of selection had been gone through, the
best man had been selected. I have al-
ready mentioned the 13th September, the
final day on which the board legally
operated, and I have said that the Execu--
tive Council papers had been prepared for
the reappointment of the board, but be-
cause of the attitude it had taken in re-
fusing to revoke the offer to the English-
man. the Minister refused to sign those
papers or neglected to sign them.

The Minister for Transport: Hear, hear!

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON: The Minis-
ter for Transport indicates his complete
approval, which in turn indicates to me
that this is now out of the hands of the
Minister for Health and has become a
Government matter.

The Minister for Transport: Should the
Minister be a rubber stamp or should he
be in charge of his department? You
would be a great Minister, subject to your
officers.

Ron. L. Thorn: We cannot all come up
to you.

The Minister for Transport: You made
that obvious!

The DEPUT SPEAKER: Order!

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON: So It was
that after the 13th September, when some
time had elapsed, the Minister informed
the board that he would take over the
management of the hospital and we find
ourselves in the position of now having
the Minister in charge while Mr. Hodkln-
son is waiting over there to find out what
is going to happen, and the board of
management no longer exists. There is a
good deal of concern in certain quarters
about the fact that the board no longer
exists, and the way in which it was forced
to relinquish its excellent record of work
because of its difference of opinion
with the Minister in this regard. The
present Set-up Is completely unsatisfac-
tory and I say that the board, which.
operated for a comparatively short time
only, did a really magnificent job.

The Minister for Health: Matron Walsh
did a magnificent job without any board.

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON. No one
denies that, but we are now in a position,
generally speaking, where the Minister
and the board found themselves in dis-
agreement over a matter in which the
board, I believe, had complete control, and
the Minister and the Government desires a
local applicant as being considered suitable.
They therefore desire a legitimate decision
of the board to be changed. The Minister,
because the board adhered to its decision,
failed to reappoint it, in pique or because
he could not get his own way. Are we now
to understand that other boards must be
complete stooges and that they cannot,
of their own volition, make decisions?

The Minister for Health: who has to
find the money?

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON: That is not
the point. The Government finds money
for many things. The Act sets out the
powers of the board.

The Minister for Health: That Is so, and
I know my powers, also.

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON: Various
other boards of management will be in-
terested to hear what the Government
has to say on this question, because if the
Minister is going to ensure that his wish
is forced upon the board, we might as well
not have a board of management-

The Minister for Works: If boards are
to do everything they want to do, we
might as well not have any Ministers.

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON: But the
powers of boards are defined!I

The Minister for Lands: You are not
doing too well.

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON: The Minis-
ter for Lands, who makes a second read-
ing speech every time he answers a ques-
tion, Is hardly the person to say that.
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Mr. Jamnieson: When are you going to
make your first second reading speech?

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON: I am afraid
I will have to take some time to examine
the file and read parts of it as it con-
tains a good deal that is relevant to this
subject. I will refer first to the advertise-
ment calling for applications from ex-
perienced hospital administrators for the
position of administrator at this hospital.
It sets out that hospital administrative
qualifications and experience, and so on,
would be of advantage, and mentions
several other matters, one of which is that
reasonable travel and removal expenses
will be paid. That, together with a letter
which I will mention later, indicate the
Government's approval that applications
could be called outside of Australia.
The words "reasonable travel and removal
expenses" were incorporated in the request
for applications-

Mr. Court: I think it is important that
you should tell us all that was in the ad-
vertisement because some of the points
in it are relevant to the subsequent action.

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON: The section
of the file with which I am dealing does not
contain all the items requested by the hon.
member. The next Portion of the fie with
which I wish to deal is the Under Secre-
tary's report to the Minister regarding the
deferment meeting which was held by the
King Edward Memorial Hospital Board.
Let me say at this stage that It is difficult
to follow a complete sequence of events,
because the file Is rather jumbled in places.
The Under Secretary's report to the Minis-
ter reads--

At the King Edward Memorial Hos-
pital Board meeting this morning, the
14th September, 1956, members con-
sidered the letter received from you
and it resolved by five votes to four
that a cable be sent to the Agent
General in London, to the effect that
the board would like the Agent Gen-
eral to personally interview Mr.
Hodkinson and explain to him that
owing to financial stringency and
possible complications of the Re-
establishment and Employment Act,
they would lie him to defer accept-
ance of appointment for a period of
three months. At the meeting I men-
tioned that there Was the possibility
of appeal by local applicants should
an overseas appointment be offered.
This had been suggested to me as likely
under the provisions of the Re-
establishment and Employment Act
which gave the right of appeal to ex-
servicemen, etc. I Indicated, too, that
should such an appeal be lodged, there
would be a strong likelihood that it
would succeed. The board ultimately
decided upon the terms of the above-
mentioned resolution. After members
had gone and on adjourning to the
hospital office, the chairman refused

to sign the cable, claiming that the
board did not exist (you have the
papers to appoint as from today),
consequently the cable was sent in the
name of Minister controlling.

Several points arise out of that. At
this stage-I have jumped from the calling
of applications to where the Minister is
beginning to take a hand and try to get
the acceptance deferred-it appears that
there was certain pressure being brought
to bear on the hospital board of manage-
ment. As has been expressed earlier, there
is no longer just a desire by departmental
officers or by the Minister to have a local
applicant; it is not just an indication that
aL local applicant should possibly receive
some preference, but this is really pressure
stuff.

The Government's whip is beginning to
crack here and it is saying, "You had
better do this-or else." Again I make
the point that the Minister wants the
board to be completely subservient to his
Ideas and the Government desires it to be
subservient in this or any regard. It is
at this stage that I can read the urgent
cablegram that was sent over the signature
of the Minister for Health to the Agent
General, Hon. J. Dimmitt, in London. It
reads as follows:-

Re appointment Hodkinson have
conferred with K.E.M.H. board and
would like you to Personally interview
Hodkinson and explain following.
Owing financial stringencies and pos-
sible complications Employment Act
board would like to defer acceptance
of appointment for three months when
this can be clarified.

What are we to infer from that? We are
going to infer that this man was not de-
sired because of financial stringencies and
possible complications arising from the Re-
establishment and Employment Act.

I would need some further clarification
on the point made regarding financial
stringencies before I believed that that
could be a reason for requesting that
acceptance of appointment be deferred.
The only additional expenditure the Gov-
ernment would have had to meet would
have been the removal expenses and the
fares of the successful applicant from
England to Western Australia and, after
all is said and done, those conditions were
included in the terms that were offered to
applicants through the advertisements.
Therefore, I cannot understand the in-
plication behind that excuse.

As to the possible complications arising
from the Re-establishment and Employ-
ment Act, Section 27 of that measure
reads-

(1) An employer shall, in the
engagement of any person for employ-
ment, engage, in preference to any
other person, a person entitled to
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Preference, unless he has reasonable What I am to read shortly is the letter
and substantial cause for not doing
SO.

(2) Any person entitled to prefer-
,ence may apply in writing to the
-employer concerned to be engaged for
,employment in any position notwith-
standing that employment in the
Position has not been offered to him.

(3) In determining whether reason-
mable and substantial cause exists for
mnot engaging in employment a person
tentitled to preference, the employer
concerned shall consider-

(a) the length, locality and na-ture of the service of that
person;

(b) the comparative qualifications
of that person and of other
applicants for engagement in
employment in the position
concerned;

(c) the qualifications required for
the performance of the duties
of the position;

(d) the procedure (if any) pro-
vided by law for engaging
Persons for employment in the
position; and

Ce) any other relevant matters.

This appointment made by the board
was completely legitimate. After reference
bad been made to the Solicitor General.
the Government found that out and the
remarks of the Solicitor General will be
read to the House at a later stage. How-
ever. under this section of the Act there
would be nothing to stop any local appli-
cant who sought preference of employment
from appealing. Various items which I
bave read to the House and which should
be taken into consideration by the em-
ployer, could then be exercised as best
they may.

So this cable which states something
about financial stringencies and possible
complications regarding the Re-establish-
mnent and Employment Act seems to me
to be quite beside the point. The real
point, as has been expressed throughout
this file, indicates that the Government
wanted a suitable local applicant. If that
be so, apparently it wanted one to the utter
exclusion of any other applicant and had
no regard for what had been done. It had
no regard for the set-up of the selection
committee; for the calling of applications,
and for the stipulation made regarding
qualifications. The Government had no
regard whatsoever for those considerations.
It also had no regard for the fact that
Professor Gordon King was one of a dis-
tinguished selection committee in London
which sat practically for the whole of one
day to interview applicants in the United
Kingdom and who made a submission to
the board that Mr, Hodkinson was a No. 1
plus applicant. That is something which
I will submit to the House later.

by Mr. S. W. Perry, chairman of the board
of management of the King Edward Mem-
orial Hospital which invited Mr. Bodkin-
son to accept the position of hospital ad-
ministrator. It was written on the 11th
September, 1956, and was posted iniad-
vertently, it is said, after the Under Secre-
tary for Health had requested the acting
administrator, Mr. Cairnie, not to post the
letter. Mention was made that the letter
was posted inadvertently, but a cable had
been sent just prior to the posting of this
letter.

I will not read the whole of it, but there
are certain pertinent points which I con-
sider should be read. They are as fol-
lows:

Dear Mr. Hodkinson,
It is with great pleasure that I in-

form you that you are the successful
applicant for the position of adminis-
trator at the King Edward Hospital for
Women, and on behalf of my Board of
Managemnent, I invite you to accept
the position on the following condi-
tions:-

I can make a precis of that part of the
letter which immediately follows by saying
that there are references to salary, the
commencing date of salary, annual leave,
public holidays, sick leave, car mileage
allowance and travelling expenses.

These are all listed and apparently this
is the normal procedure. I mentioned
travelling expenses before, which is the
possible reason why mention of "financial
stringencies" was made in the cablegram.
If the position had been advertised at a
certain range of salary, I cannot see much
point in making financial stringencies a
reason for asking Mr. Hodkinson to defer
his acceptance. The letter goes on to say-

These amounts will be paid on the
understanding that you remain at the
King Edward Memorial Hospital for
a term of three years. Should You
not remain in the employment of the
King Edward Memorial Hosiptal for a
term of three years, it will be obliga-
tory on your part to refund to the
board the amounts Paid mentioned
above for fares and expenses.

The Minister for Health: Before he wrote
that letter, he knew exactly my policy with
regard to employing Australians.

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON: I have al-
ready said that in the course of my ad-
dress so far. I pointed cut that the Min-
ister had already given advice himself, and
through his officers, that that was his de-
sire. I made reference to it subsequently
in reading through the file. No doubt the
board considered that point very carefully.
The Minister's original stand was that he
would prefer a local applicant who was
suitable. I am not sure of the exact words
because I do not want to be unfair to
anyone.
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Under the heading of "Transport" the
following appears in the letter:-

I suggest that you confer with Mr.
Dimmitt, who will no doubt be able
to offer you valuable advice and assist-
ance in obtaining an early passage to
Australia.

I also suggest that you keep in touch
with this office so that we will know
your movements.

That is rather humorous in the light of
what has happened since. To cut this letter
down, the final two paragraphs read as
follows:-

If the conditions as outlined above
are acceptable to you, would you please
be good enough to sign the copy letter
attached, indicating your approval.
and forward to the Agent General
without delay so that a formal agree-
ment may be drawn up.

I congratulate you on your appoint-
ment and look forward to a very happy
association.

Yours sincerely,
(sgd.) S. W. Perry,

Chairman.
With regard to the appointment of Mr.

Hodklnson a cablegram had been sent in-
viting him to accept the position and a
letter had been sent to him supplying
further details and stating that the Gov-
ernment was upset and wanted a local
appointee. So on the file we find a. note to
the Solicitor General from the Under
Secretary regarding whether a contract
had been made. This note from the Under
Secretary reads-

Following Dr. Henzel's conversation
with you concerning certain affairs at
the King Edward Memorial Hospital,
hereunder is a copy of a letter which
has been sent concerning the appoint-
ment of Mr. Hodkinson of England
to the position of administrator at that
hospital.

What we desire to know is whether
this letter amounts to a contract and
is binding on the hospital.

On the 14th September, a cable was
sent to the Agent General-by the
agreement of the board-

I have explained how that agreement was
obtained. Continuing-

-from the Minister asking Mr. Hod-
kinson to withhold his acceptance of
the offer for a period of 3 months
pending a further approach by the
board because of financial circum-
stances and the Provisions of the Re-
establishment and Employment Act
which give the right of appeal to ex-
servicemen.

The point at issue now is whether
the letter sent to Mr. Hodkinson under
date 11th September is binding on the
board.

This was the Solicitor General's reply to
that minute-

In my opinion the board's letter
dated 11th September, 1956, was not
an acceptance of an offer so as to
conclude a contract between the board
and the applicant, but was an offer
which may be revoked at any time
before acceptance by the applicant.
The revocation would have to be by
notice actually communicated to the
applicant before he accepts the offer,
and, in the circumstances of this case,
he could accept the offer by letter and
the acceptance would become effec-
tive as from the date upon which he
posts his letter of acceptance.

Therefore in my opinion the board's
offer of 11th September, 1956, should
be revoked and notice of the revoca-
tion actually communicated to Mr.
Hodkinson before Mr. Hodkinson posts
his letter of acceptance and preferably
before he has an opportunity tq do so.

Upon being requested by the department
to give a view on this point, the Solicitor
General gives that opinion of what should
be done with regard to revocation. As the
13th September had Passed, the Minis-
ter could take what action he wished, as
he was completely empowered so to do.
This apparently was a flash of light in the
darkness for the Government because it
realised there was a way to get the local
applicant appointed in defiance of the
board's considered wishes.

The Minister for Health: Don't you think
it would have been an insult to the intel-
ligence of Australians if we could not get
some local applicant to run a little hospital
like the King Edward Memorial?

Mr. Court: There is much more to it
than that.

The Minister for Health: We shall find
that out later.

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON: The minis-
ter's remark hedges around the point. He
does not seem to realise that he is by-pass-
ing what I have said about applications
being called for outside of Australia; the
Government's agreeing to the principle of
calling for applications outside of Austra-
lia; the Government's agreeing to selection
committees outside of Australia; and to
communications going backward and for-
ward.

The Minister for Health: The Govern-
ment did nothing of that sort.

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON: Does the
Minister deny the board had any right to
do this?

The Minister for Health: We shall send
you down to one of the wards in your
present state.

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON: Let me turn
to the file and read the Minister's letter
to Mr. Perry which, in fact, demands the
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.revocation of the appointment. It Is ad-
dressed to the chairman of the board of

:management over the signature of the
Mi~nister for Health. It Says-

Dear Sir,
I have received your letter of the

21st instant and have noted your views
and attached correspondence concern-
Ing Mr. Hodkinson.

As explained to you previously, Gov-
ernment Policy is strongly opposed to
making overseas appointments to local
positions where there are local appli-
cants available who can fill these posi-
tions satisfactorily, especially at a
tine when there is unemployment.

In these circumstances, I, as Minis-
ter, am unable to agree to the proposed
appointment and I must therefore ask
you to revoke the offer of appointment
of Mr. Hodlcinson (which offer, as you
know, was posted inadvertently after
you had been asked to hold It pending
discussion with me) and to appoint an
applicant from within the State.

Therefore the Minister demands a local
appointment to be made. I have no doubt
in my mind whatsoever that the board
would have very much liked to appoint a
local applicant. I myself would have
favoured a local applicant being appointed,
and there is no doubt that everyone on this
side of the House would prefer a local ap-
plicant to be appointed, but when this
appeared I knew it would come down to
a comparison of qualifications. After
examining the file, which is In three parts,
there is not the slightest shadow of doubt
that the English applicant had the higher
qualifications.

The Minister for Health: That remains
to be seen. You cannot always get the
qualifications on paper.

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON: That was
what the board, in its wisdom, felt. The
Minister felt that the appointment should
go to someone else. The department offi-
cially seems to feel that it should have
gone to someone else. The board which is
given the job of hiring and firing, subjeet
to the general approval of the Minister,
hired this man because it thought that he
wvas the best person for the job. As will
be stated subsequently in the file, members
of the board of management were rather
Adisappointed that none of the local ap-
plicants could measure up to the position.

The Minister for Health: That is a silly
thing to say.

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON: The Minis-
ter thinks the the board did not select
the right applicant. lHe thinks it should
have selected the local applicant. The
board had the results of the selection com-
mittee's effort. That was considered. The
board was supposed to deal with the mat-
ter. The Minister is the titular head, yet

he is saying that the local man is the per-
son he wants and that he does not want
the other applicant because he is an
Englishman.

The Minister for Health: Would you be
agreeable to bringing him to this country
for three months on trial?

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON: I do not
think that comes into it at all.

Mr. O'Brien: It definitely comes into it.
Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON: The bon.

member does not know what he is talking
about. If the Minister peruses his own
file, he will know the qualifications of
the successful English applicant.

Mr. Court: Does not the file say that
the English applicant has outstanding
qualifications, both technically and tem-
peramentally?

The Minister for Native Welfare: Has
not the Australian applicant got those
Qualifications?

Mr. Court: We are not saying he has
not, but a very responsible body includ-
ing a world authority says that the English
applicant was the best man.

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON: It might be
felt that the board of management of
the hospital had not been conducting
the affairs in an efficient manner, It
might have been felt that the board was
not a competent body. But the very oppo-
site is the case. I do not think that the
Minister will deny that this board has a
very good record of service in handling
the affairs of King Edward Memorial Hos-
pital. The board has, according to an
enlightened authority, assisted to bring
the hospital up to a highly efficient state,
whilst it is still not large enough to cope
adequately with all the applications for
admission at the present time.

But the board had plans in conjunction
with the Health Department, to make huge
additions within the next few years. There
is a note on the file to this eff ect above
the signature of the Under Secretary which
I shall read to show the board's enterprise,
the board's initiative, and the board's de-
sire to do its best for the hospital, for
the patients and for the public by and
large. It read--

The King Edward Memorial Hos-
pital for Women desires to erect
major additions to the hospital at an
estimated cost of £750,000.

The Minister for Health: We all have
good desires, but there is need to find the
money first.

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON: If the Min-
ister will restrain himself, I shall carry on.
The minute continues--

The board intends to raise the money
by public appeal,-

Let mue emphasise and repeat that again.
The Minister for Health:. it only in-

tends to.
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Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON: Am I to in-
fer that the Minister now intends to do
that. The minute goes on to say-

and I understand
deputation to the
erment grant of
available.

that following a
Premier, a Goy-
£125,000 will be

So we see that out of a total of £750,000.
a sum of £125,000 will be made available
by the Government to help erect those addi-
tions. There was a happy state of affairs,
and the board and the Health Department
worked together satisfactorily. Note what
the board intends to do-to raise the
money by public appeal. That would have
gone over big, and I am sure it still
will.

[The Speaker took the Chair.]

The Minister for Health: I know in-
stances in the country where the resi-
dents raised most of the money for their
hospitals.

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON: The minute
goes on to say-

The board intends to borrow the
balance of the funds required and at
a deputation from the board to the
Under Treasurer in February, 1956,
Mr. Byfield indicated that he felt con-
fident that the Government would ap-
prove and guarantee the loan sub-
ject to satisfactory terms.

It would be appreciated if you would
arrange the issue of the Crown grant.

That is something which has cropped up
in the file to indicate the activity of the
board and its desire to work along the best
possible lines.

The Minister for Health: We have never
depreciated that.

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON: That is the
point I make. The board is functioning
very happily, while it goes along its legiti-
mate course in trying to do its best for
the public. In the particular instance
that has given rise to this motion, the
board was also acting in the manner which
it felt was in the public interest. The
appointment of this English applicant was
made because the board felt in its
wisdom that he was the right per-
son and there was a desire to
have that appointment made, despite
the wishes of the Minister for the ap-
pointment of a local applicant. That will
indicate to the Minister the real desire of
the board to have this man. If there had
been any indecision on the part of the
board whatsoever, it would have acceded
to the request of the Minister, but the
qualifications of the English applicant ap-
parently, not because I say it but because
the board says so, were so high as to make
his appointment imperative.

The Minister for Health: If he is such
a super man, don't you think that this
job is too small for him?

Mr. ROSS HUJTCHINSON: Sometimes I
think the Minister is misplaced.

The Minister for Transport: What
about barracking for the Australian occa-
sionally?

Mr. O'Brien: Give the local lads a
chance.

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON: I have never
heard the Minister for Transport making
so many inane remarks as in this case.
Usually he is an intelligent man, but I
give him no credit for the remarks he
has just made.

Mr. flovell: I think the Minister
Transport is using a stilleto in this
by the Interest he has taken.

for
case

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON: Right up to
the last minute, the Minister was pre-
pared to continue the succession of the
board in office, so we have the names of
the board members on the ifile.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 P.m.
Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON: Prior to the

tea suspension, I was referring to the faoct
that on the file there are Executive Coun-
cil Papers that have not yet been signed
but have been prepared for the Minister's
signature to appoint the members of the
board of management of the hospital for
a, further term of 12 months. At one stage
I was going to read out the names of the
board members, but I do not think there
is any necessity for me to do that.

Apparently this Executive Council paper
has not yet been signed because the board
refused to obey the Minister when he re-
quested it to revoke Its decision regarding
Mr. Hodkinson's appointment as adninis-
trator. We should commend the board for
adhering to Its belief that it had chosen
the best man; and because it refused to be
a stooge board. Indeed, the whole question
opens up the field of whether boards should
continue to operate or not in the light of
what has happened regarding this par-
ticular board of management.

If the Government desires that boards
shall continue to operate in an honorary
capacity to run this and that hospital,
apparently it will have to be careful to
appoint only people who are prepared to
see eye to eye with the Minister in all
respects. In short, no sell-respecting
Person will under these circumstances
desire to be a member of an honorary
board. It seems just too ludicrous that a
board should be a stooge board- mere
rubber stamp.

The Minister for Health: You would
sooner see the Minister a rubber stamp.

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON: That is not
the Point at all.
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The Minister for Health: it is the paint.
Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON: It is each

man. to his own field. As long as the board
is acting legitimately and in the best in-
terests of the public, I submit the Minister
should not interfere with it.

The Minister for Health: He has a per-
fect right in accordance with the Act.

Mr. ROSS H1UTCHINSON: The honorary
staff of the King Edward Memorial Hos-
pital, upon learning what had happened
with regard to this mess wrote a letter to
the Minister in the following terms:-

At a meeting of the honorary staff
of the King Edward Memorial Hospital
for Women held on the 5th October,
1956, resolutions were passed unani-
mously that you be informed of the
following:-

1. The honorary staff learns with
regret that the Minister has
failed to reappoint the old King
Edward Memorial Hospital for
Women Board in which the
honorary staff has full confid-
ence. In the opinion of the
honorary staff this board has
effected marked improvements
in the hospital and has formu-
lated plans for extensions for
which the honorary staff has
long been pressing.

2. In regard to the appointment
of administrator to the hos-
pita], the honorary staff de-
plores the action of the Minis-
ter in vetoing the appointment
of the applicant who, in the
opinion of the board, has out-
standing qualifications and ex-
perience for fulfilling this im-
portant position.

(Sgd.) L.. 0. Morgan,
Honorary Secretary,
]Honorary Medical Staff.

I submit that is a letter of which great
notice should be taken. it appears that
the honorary staff feels that the board has
worked efficiently. It has carried out de-
signs with a view to formulating plans for
extensions, and furthermore the staff
agrees that the board was correct in its
decision to appoint Mr, Hodkinson of
England. The chairman of the board
wrote to the Minister in this vein-

At a special meeting of the members
who constituted the board of manage-
ment up to the 13th September, 1956,
the following resolutions were passed
today:-

1. That the chairman inform the
Minister for Health that the
board has been verbally advised
by the Under Secretary for
Health that it does not now
exist and that the Minister is
the board. In consequence. the
persons who constituted the

board have decided not to meet
to transact board business until
further information has been
received from the Minister.

2. That we record in the minutes
that legally everything we have
passed since the 13th Septem-
ber, 1956, may not be valid.

-Carried unanimously.
My board has given full considera-

tion to this matter and as you know,
they have given devoted untiring ser-
vice to the King Edward Memorial
Hospital for Women over the past two
Years. We feel that as we were only
informed verbally by the Under Sec-
retary for Health, that the position
should be clarified by yourself as the
responsible Minister in charge of hos-
pitals, and I would therefore be pleased
if you would advise me:-

(a) if you desire the board to
carry on until such time as
it is reappointed or is It your
intention to appoint a new
board?

(b) If you desire the previously
constituted board to act on
your behalf would you take
the necessary legal steps to
see that any business trans-
acted by the board since the
13th September, 1956, would
be valid.

So that the hospital will Continue
to function efficiently in the meantime,
the board recommend the following to
the executive officers:-

That the executive officers be
advised that the board no longer
exists and that all matters which
they normally refer to the board
should until further notice, be re-
ferred to the Minister for Health,
and that they should conduct the
business of the hospital in accord-
ance with such standing orders
and regulations as have been
passed by the board.

-Carried unanimously.
(Sgd.) S. W. Perry,

Chairman.
That is a revealing letter and it indicates

the anxiety of the board that the hospital
should continue to function efficiently.
The whole tenor of the letter gives one to
understand that the board desires to en-
sure that everything carries on smoothly
and efficiently. It would not be in keeping
with such a board to select a man who,
was not the best person to be the admini-
strator of the hospital. It is inconceivable
that the board, the chairman of which
would write a letter like this, would say,
'We are selecting an overseas applicant
over and above a local applicant despite
the fact that their qualifications are
equal." There must have been very sound
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reasons behind the decision of the board
in appointing the overseas applicant, Mr.
Hodkinson.

The Minister for Works: What are they?
Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON: The superior

qualifications,
The Minister for Works: For a job like

this? You don't want a Churchill for
this job.

Mr. ROSS HU7TCHINSON: The Mini-
ster for Works is very scathing regarding
the qualifications for such jobs. Am I to
infer that qualifications should not apply?

The Minister for Works: You can infer
what you like.

Mr. Court: This is a most important
job, and the Minister for Works is treating
it as though It is just another clerical job.

The Minister for Works: You cannot
tell me that there is not a person in Aus-
tralia who cannot measure up to the re-
quirements of the job.

Mr. Court: You have not read the file,
apparently.

The Minister for Works: Well, we must
be a poor lot if we have to go out of Aus-
tralia to fill this job.

The SPEAKER: order! The member
for Cottesloe Is speaking.

Mr. May: Trying to.
Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON: Later I shall

get on to the qualifications of the respec-
tive applicantsr-

The Minister for Education: How much
later?

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON: -and make
mention of the relative merits of each as
stated in the file because of the importance
of the position. I would like all members
to realise that the position is one that
carries a great deal of responsibility. The
position of administrator of this hospital
is even more Important now than it was
previously because of the near-introduction
of the medical school in this State. It
will be essential that the two services-
the medical school and the hospital ser-
vice-be integrated to such an extent that
the public is well served.

At this stage-I may touch upon this
later-I Point out that Professor Gordon
King, who Is coming here to take charge
of the obstetrics and gynaecology section
of the medical school is one of the selection
committee who recommended to the board
of management that the Englishman, Mr.
Hodkinson, was a one plus applicant.
The professor spoke in glowing terms of
him and said we would be fortunate indeed
to get a man of his capabilities as adminis-
trator. I am completely surprised that the
Minister for Works should so lightly re-
gard the position of administrator.

The Minister for Works: I do not lightly
regard it.

Mr. ROSS HU'TCHINSON: That is what
the Minister said.

The Minister for Works; I refuse to be-
lieve that in the whole of Australia you
cannot find a man good enough to do this
job.

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON: The Minister
can make a speech later on if he wishes.
I would like to refer once more to the in-
portance of the medical school and its in-
tegration with the King Edward Memorial
Hospital because that has a close bearing
upon the appointment of an administrator.
The administrator who was chosen, an
Englishman, is one who has a practical
knowledge of hospitals which are con-
nected with obstetrical and gynaccological
work in England. He has a degree of or-
ganisational ability and has had long ser-
vice in this particular field of hospital ad-
ministration that the file tells us is lacking
in local applicants.

Mr. Perry, in his letter to the Minister,
takes pains to point out to the executive
officers of the hospital that he desires
them to proceed as smoothly as can be ef-
fected with the Minister. As I said earlier,
such a board, with a chairman who writes
In such a fashion, is a responsible board
and one not given to light decisions and
just choosing overseas applicants for the
sake of doing so.

The Minister for Transport: The Minis-
ter is a responsible man, too; more re-
sponsible than the board.

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON: The Minister
has not had the task of selecting the man
concerned. The board was given that task,
and I have tried to point out that that was
covered by Section 19 of the Hospitals.
Act.

The Minister for Transport: You read
Section 5.

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON: I have read
it.

The Minister for Transport: If you can.
digest it, that is the answer.

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON: It says-
The general administration of this-

Act shall be under the control of the
Minister.

The Minister for Transport: Yes, and.
that includes the board.

Mr. O'Brien: That is the answer.
Mr. ROSS HU'TCHINSON:. Exactly, and

when is the Minister going to accept it as
such?

The Minister for Transport: When he
feels that it Is necessary.

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON: In spite of
my lack of desire to do so, I must state
that the Minister apparently desires the
other man because he believes his qualifica-
tions are equal or superior to those of the:
Englishman.
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The Minister for Transport: You are
trying to be-

Mr. ROSS HUTCINSON: I challenge
the Minister for Transport! Is that the
point?

The Minister for Health: Do not be
puerile!

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON: I am not try-
ing to be puerile. I am merely trying to
present a case.

Hon. Sir Ross McLarty: The Minister is
becoming a dictator; and not a benevolent
one either.

The Minister for Transport: You should
know all about dictators.

Mr. Heal: Is the member for Cottesloe
half-way through the file yet?

Mr. ROSS HU'TCHINSON: I have a long
way to go yet. There is a minute from the
Under Secretary, Mr. Devereux, to the
Minister for Health in which he refers to
Section 5 of the Hospitals Act which pro-
vides that the general administration of
the Act shall be under the control of the
Minister. He also says that Subsection
(1) of Section ('7) provides that the Minis-
ter shall control any Public hospital for
which there is not, for the time being,
any duly constituted board.

Of course, with regard to that aspect,
the Minister has the final authority. But
where a board has been operating in a
legitimate fashion, as it has been doing,
and as I have tried to indicate by various
references to things it has done in the
past and things it proposed to do in the
future, and because of the glowing refer-
ences made to it by the honorary staff, it
is difficult to understand the Minister's
attitude. The board has not been lacking
in its attempt to find a suitable hospital
administrator for that institution.

So I think the Minister showed a lack
of ethics in intervening on such a matter.
He used his views on comparative qualifi-
cations when the board itself, and selection
committees, had made recommendations
and decided upon the person to fill the
position. Also, on the 9th October, the
Under Secretary for Health requested the
Solicitor General to advise the legal posi-
tion in connection with the matter and
the revocation of the offer to Mr. Hodkin-
son. The communication from the Under
Secretary to the Solicitor General reads as
follows:-

Would you please advise the legal
position in connection with the within
matter.

Mr. Hodkinson has been offered an
appointment to the position of admini-
strator, K.E.M.H., and he has been
asked to defer his acceptance for a
period of three months pending further
consideration of the matter. The Hon.

Minister desires to revoke this offer
and to appoint a local applicant. It
seems to me that we would need to
advise Mr. Hodklnson accordingly and,
after receipt of his acceptance of the
situation, proceed to appoint a local
applicant.

The Solicitor General replied-

In my opinion the offer made by the
board to Mr. Hodkinson remains open
until accepted or revoked.

Under Section '7 (1) and (2) of the
Hospitals Act the Minister controls any
public hospital for which there is not
for the time being any duly constituted
board and the Minister, while so con-
trolling any hospital, is deemed to be
and to have the Powers of the board.

In my opinion therefore the Minis-
ter, or you by direction of the Minister,
may revoke the board's offer to Mr.
Hodkinson at any time before Mr. Hod-
kinson posts his letter of acceptance
of the offer. Notice of the revocation
however must actually be communi-
cated to Mr. Hodkinson before the lat-
ter posts his letter of acceptance.

I am not certain from your minute
whether the Minister desires to revoke
the offer whether or niot M&. Hodkinson
has already posted his letter of accept-
ance. If he has not done so, then on
delivery to him of the notice of revo-
cation, the offer is effectively revoked.
If however he has Posted the letter of
acceptance before he receives notice of
revocation of the offer, then the notice
of revocation could have effect only
as a repudiation of the contract en-
titling Mr. Hodklnson to an action for
damages, It is a matter of policy there-
fore whether the notice of revocation
should be expressed to take effect only
in the event of no Prior acceptance of
the board's offer. It seems from the
letter of 20th September, 1956, from
the Agent General that Mr. Hodklnson
does not intend to accept the offer be-
fore December next. I suggest there-
fore that any notice of revocation be
communicated to Mr. Hodklnson
through the Agent General.

That ties up the legal aspect, so far as the
Solicitor General was concerned, because
he was asked for advice by the Under Sec-
retary on the Minister's behalf.

The third and last portion of the file,
as members will be happy to hear, is one
that contains interesting information and
shows the comparative qualifications of the
two gentlemen in question. Firstly, I
should like to mention portion of a letter
written by Mr. Perry, the chairman of the
board, on the 12th June, 1956. He wrote to
the Agent General in London regarding an
administrator for the King Edward
Memorial Hospital for Women and he asked
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for an interviewing committee to be ap-
pointed. He said, Inter alla, under the
heading of 'General"-

For your information, the sub-
committee appointed to deal with this
matter set down the following points
to consider in respect to the appli-
cants:

(i) Senior hospital administrative
practical experience.

(ii) Comprehensive experience in the
various departments of hospital
administration.

(III) Academic qualifications:
(a) Hospital administration.
(b,) Accountancy.
(c) Secretarial.

Qlv) Personality, including ability to
handle all manner of persons,
including staff and the public.

(v)

(vii)

Proof of ability.
Experience In maternity, as well
as general hospital.
Experience in nurse training
schools.

viii) Experience in medical teaching
hospitals.

(ix) Knowledge of local conditions.
(x) Age.

I should like to read the final sentence of
the letter because it is most important
when we consider the date on which it was
written-the 12th June. Mr. Perry stated,
In the final sentence-

I would like to point out that this
letter is written to you on the authority
of the Department of Public Health.

It was signed "S. W. Perry." The board
apparently called applications in several
quarters of the British Commonwealth of
nations; selection committees were set up
and a communication was sent to the
Agent General, the final paragraph of
of which I would like to stress--

I would like to Point out that this
letter is written to you on the authority
of the Department of Public Health.

So how on earth does the Minister deny the
board its right to appoint the best available
man? I think that is a pertinent point.

The Minister for Health: Considering
they have such a terrible Minister, I do
not suppose they would be desirous of com-
ing back as a board under the same Minis-
ter.

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINqSON: I do not
think they have a dislike of the Minister;
I think they have the same fond feeling
for him as we have: but I think it is the
brutal Cabinet which is behind him, with
the Minister for Transport and others who
are the bogeys in question. On the file is
a memo. headed "Appointment of Ad-
ministrator" and it is a report by the
chairman of the interviewing committee

which met on Monday, the 2nd July. 1956,
to interview selected Australian applicants
for the post.

The memo. mentions those present and
the applications received from Australians
and mentions also the fact that the com-
mnittee had gone through the applications
and had agreed that certain People should
be interviewed. Then followed the names
of four People one of whom was Mr. R. L.
Hutchinson. In the minute the chairman
states-

The Western Australian applicants
were then interviewed. After inter-
viewing the candidates and carefully
considering their applications, some
members of the committee expressed
disappointment at the general quality
of the applicants and after further
discussion it was felt that recom-
mendations should be made to the
board that Messrs. Hutchinson and
Thompson had equal qualifications
although they differed in certain re-
spects, and it was felt that the two
applications should be put before the
board for the final selection.

Mr. Lawrence:
whom you refer
from here.

Hon. Sir Ross
one Hutchinson.
the name?

Was the Hutchinson to
from another place or

MeLarty: There is only
Why don't you look up

Mr. Lawrence: Only one good one.

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON: That is the
view of the chairman of the interviewing
committee. I would like to repeat what he
said. He Pointed out that "some members
of the committee expressed their disap-
pointment at the general quality of the
applicants. But after further discussion it
was felt that recommendation should
be made to the board." The report con-
tinues-

The opinion was expressed that if
the board desired applicants to have
more practical experience they would
Possibly decide in favour of Mr.
Thompson who has had experience in
most departments of hospital admin-
istration. On the other hand the com-
mittee felt that Mr. Hutchinson had
a far better personality, valuable ex-
perience in medical teaching schools,
and his academic qualifications were
excellent; and he is a younger man.
But although he has held senior
executive posts they have been mostly
concerned with dental hospitals and
not general hospitals, and it recom-
mends that the board should give
consideration to these various aspects
of the application.

Let me recapitulate one or two very im-
Portant Points. The chairman of the in-
terviewing committee set up to deal with
the Australian applicants firstly said that
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the board of management should give con-
sideration to these various aspects of the
applications. Now let us consider what
the various aspects were. They were-

(1) That some members of the com-
mittee expressed their disappoint-
ment at the general quality of the
applicants.

(2) That having regard to this fact,
two people, Messrs. Hutchinson
and Thompson had equal quali-
fications.

(3) Comparing those qualifications,
decided because of the compara-
tive qualities of the two..

and 1 would like to repeat that-
because of the comparative quali-
ties of those two, selected Mr.
Hutchinson.

That minute is all important as far as my
case is concerned, and as far as the com-
parative qualifications of the two appli-
cants are concerned.

Now let us have a look at a letter from
James A. Dimmitt, Agent General in
London, addressed to the chairman of the
board of management. Once again the
chairman of the board of interviewers,
reporting back to the board of manage-
ment. had this to say-

Dear Mr. Perry,
on Monday, 23rd July, I held a con-

ference of the interviewing committee
and saw the seven applicants here
nominated by you to be interviewed as
the result of your advertisement in
the May edition of "The Hospital."
The committee consists of myself as
chairman, Professor Gordon King,
O.B.E., F.R.C.S., F.R.CO.G., Dr. J. F.
Foster, Mr. P. H. Constable, M.A.
F.A.J.. and Mr. F. W. Barnes, F.A.J.
They were in attendance for the whole
day and did a really excellent job.
As a result of our half-hourly inter-
views and of course also of our care-
ful reading of the applications at an
earlier date, we have decided to make
our No. I recommendation Mr. Step-
hen Hodklnson, FHA, DPA. and I
should say we would make him 1+.'Our No. 2 recommendation is Mr.
Donald Norton....

I do hope that your board will ac-
cept our recommendation and give
consideration to the appointment of
Mr. Hodkinson to the Post of admin-
istrator of your hospital because we,
the committee, are very firmly of the
opinion that he was by far the most
outstanding of the seven applicants.

Mr. Hodkinson had seniority in
years and experience, an outstanding
personality and appearance, all of
which, in our opinion, made him the
outstanding applicant.

I have today returned the applica-
tion to you under separate cover by
surface mail.

I am glad to have been able to help
you in this matter and hope that your
board of management will give Mr.
Hodkinson favourable consideration.

When we compare those two minutes
on the file, the one from the chairman of
the local interviewing committee, and the
other from the chairman of the interview-
ing committee in England, there is no
comparison regarding recommendation. I
have not read the comparative qualifica-
tions or even the references to each of
the two men involved. That is in the
file and I have been asked by members on
this side of the House to read it. I doubt,
however, whether I should.

The Minister for Health: You might
just as well make a clean breast of it and
let us have a complete investigation. I
would welcome it.

Mr. ROSS HTJTCHINSON: So would we
all. We want to clear this matter up be-
cause it is most unsatisfactory as it is
at present. What was the board of man-
agemient to do when comparing those two
recommendations?

Mr. Lawrence: How is the word "board"
spelt-board or bored?

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON: At this stage
let us have a look at the comparative
qualifications. They are both good and
those of Mr. Hodkinson are very good in-
deed. Perhaps I need only say that in
comparing the qualifications of the two
men according to this file, those of Mr.
Hodkinson are superior to those of Mr.
Hutchinson.

Mr. O'Brien: That is only your opinion,
of course.

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON: Yes, that is
my opinion after viewing the file, and I
trust the hon. member will have an op-
portunity to do the same at a later stage.
The ages of the two men are: Hodklnson
42 and Hutchinson 38. Both are married
and the qualifications or the Englishman
are a diploma in public administration,
London University; a Fellow of the Insti-
tute of Hospital Administrators, Diploma
by examination; intermediate examina-
tion; Bachelor of Law, London University
(Part 1)-final to be taken in June, 1955.
The qualifications of Hutchinson are Gen-
eral Education: Junior Certificate. His
technical qualifications consist of Associate
of the Australian Society of Accountants;
Fellow of the Chartered Institute of Secre-
taries and an Associate of Australian
Institute of Hospital Administrators.

Then on the practical side we find that
the Englishman has been group secretary
and supplies officer of the Rochdlale Group
of Hospitals, and superintendent, Birch
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Hill Hospital, Rochdale, Lancs., since
August, 1948. The group comprises seven
hospitals and two clinics, and besides act-
ing as secretary to the committee of man-
agement he has responsibility of the day-
to-day administration of Birch Hill
Hospital. This hospital has over 900 beds
comprising medical, surgical, obstetrics (50
beds), gynaecology (36 beds), paediatrics
and psychiatry. The visiting and resident
medical staff number 65 and at their in-
vitation he acts as secretary to the medi-
cal advisory committee. The hospital is
recognised for general training, midwifery
Parts I and II and is recognised for post
graduate medical training. Then there is
a whole list of what he does and the work
he has done since he has been in that
position.

Mr. Hutchinson's commercial training
and experience shows that he has been
employed from the age of 18 years to 30
years, except for war service, with Millars
Timber and Trading Co. Limited in varied
clerical capacities in both its head office
and trading branches. He has had a
thorough grounding in commercial general
office and trading accounting and train-
ing in building, drawing and construction.
He has had experience in costing, indent-
ing, stock and production records and in
commercial correspondence. His position
at the time of application was secretary
of the Perth Dental Hospital since Janu-
ary, 1948.

So each man was appointed to his post
in 1948. Mr. Hodkinson was in charge of
a large group of hospitals and superin-
tendent of one and Mr. Hutchinson was
secretary of the Perth Dental Hospital.
Both men have had war service; Mr. Hod-
kinson with the R.A.M.C. and Mr. Hutch-
inson in the militia and A.IYF. medical
units within Australia. Mr. Hutchinson
has had training in elementary first aid
and in nursing subjects while Mr. Hod-
kinson is a trained nurse. The recom-
mendation and references of each are on
the file, but T find no enjoyment in read-
ing them. The present employer of the
Englishman is Mr. Woolfenden, chairman
of the Rochdale district management
committee, and I have marked a couple
of places to read. They are in glowing
terms.

His obvious ability and profound
knowledge of hospital administration
together with his previous practical
experience soon made a mark upon all
members of the grades of staff-pro-
fessional and lay who came into
contact with him and very very soon
he had gained the fullest possible
measure of confidence of all. This is
not to say that there have not been
differences of opinion, but Mr. Hodkin-
son's lucid explanations, his practical
demonstrations, have again shown that
behind his recommendations there has
been much thought and considered
judgment.

He is tireless in his endeavours-
I am only reading portion and not doing
the recommendation justice. It goes on
further to say-

He is at all times most courteous in
manner and bearing-I have said that
he Possesses the gift of lucid expression
both in presenting and in arguing a
case and the work of the Hospital
Management Committee has been
simplified greatly because of these
natural gifts possessed by Mr. Hodkifl-
son. He has been responsible for many
developments in the Rochdale service
-each stage obviously having been
considered most carefully in the light
of need and finance-so that our pro-
gress whilst not spectacular has been
steady and sound-never at any time
have we had to retrace our steps or
scrap some scheme-each step has
been a necessary part of a progressive
programme.

How important it is we should have a
man of that capability in charge of the
administration of the King Edward
Memorial Hospital. The reference goes
on to say-

He has come to be respected highly
in the community into which he sought
service, and has the confidence of
representatives and officials of author-
ities coming into close contact with
the hospital world locally and he is
exceedingly well liked by members of
the nursing staffs and scores and
scores of patients and es-patients in
whose cases he has been led to take
a personal interest.

To say that the members of my
Committee and myself would be sorry
to lose him is to put the case mildly-
for me It would be a great personal
loss (I owe more than I can ever tell
of my interest and love for this work
to Mr. Hodkinson himself) as it would
for the Rochdale Hospital Service in
every way-we are more than well
served by Mr. Hodklnson-very much
more, but in his own interests I can
only say that without any reserve
whatsoever I do recommend Mr.
Hodkinson to you, because!I know that
it would be most difficult to find a man
better equipped for continuing this
work in your great country.

(sad.) N.R. Woolfenden, J.P.
Chairman,

Rochdale and District Hospital
Management Committee.

Mr. Hutchinson's recent employer was the
chairman of the Perth Dental Hospital
Board, Mr. L. P. Olaskin, who wrote the
following letter to the chairman of the
board of management. King Edward
Memorial Hospital:-

This is to state that Mr. R. L.
Hutchinson has been secretary for
this institution for eight years.
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He has always carried out his
duties with enthusiasm, energy and
conscientiousness. He has given this
board satisfactory service in every way,
and I can recommend his services
with the greatest confidence.

If desired, I should be pleased to give
any personal answers to any questions
from you.

There is more to it regarding references
but I do not intend to go on with it.
However, I would say the board of manage-
ment of the hospital here in examining the
reports of the respective chairmen of the
interviewing committees together with the
recommendations, could have made only
the decision which it did make. There is
a letter here from Mr. Hutchinson to the
chairman of the board of management,
King Edward Memorial Hospital for
Women and it reads as follows:-

Dear Mr. Perry,
With reference to my application for

the position of Administrator, 1 wish
to inform you of my resignation as
Secretary of the Perth Dental Hospital.
This follows my appointment as an
Administrative Assistant on the staff
of Royal Perth Hospital, with effect
from 15th October, 1956.

The decision to make this change
was prompted by the wish to gain
further general hospital experience
offered within the scope of the position
taken and within the reasonable pos-
sibility that the position at your
hospital would attract an overseas
appointee of the highest calibre and
experience.

I wish, however, to request that my
application be retained and, should
favourable consideration be given to
it at a later date, I am assured by the
administrator of the Royal Perth
Hospital that he will release me from
my present new appointment, within
a reasonable period.

Yours faithfully,

(sgd.) R. L,. Hutchinson.

I would say that is a very fair letter. It
was written on the 20th September after
this business had blown up and Mr.
Hutchinson shifted his position as secre-
tary of the Perth Dental Hospital, or will-
it was to come into effect on the 15th
October-to become administrative assist-
ant at the Royal Perth Hospital, in order
that he might gain some hospital adminis-
tration experience. I think I have said
enough regarding the comparative quali-
fications to preclude any necessity for my
going further into that phase.

The Minister for Health: I have never
disputed the qualifications of the English-
man.

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON: Why allow
all the machinery of application and selec-
tion to go forward?

The Minister for Health: You cannot
make one quotation on paper where there
has been any disputation so far as quali-
fications are concerned.

Mr. ROSS HUJTCHINSON: Why is the
Minister supporting the local man and is
not appointing the man with better qluali-
fications and taking it out of the hands
of the board which was trying to get the
best man for the job? I think the Minis-
ter for Works said qualifications were an
important point at the beginning of my ad-
dress. My own side at the tea adjourn-
ment Pressed me to say something about
comparative qualifications, in view of the
spurs I got from that side.

I have not miuch left in this file and for-
tunately I will be able to conclude with-
out taking up much more time. There is
a letter from the Minister to Mr. Perry,
chairman of the board, dated the 25th
September, reading as follows:-

I have received your letter of the
21st instant and have noted your views
and attached correspondence concern-
ing Mr. Hodkinson.

As explained to you previously, GOV-
ernment policy is strongly opposed to
making overseas appointments to local
Positions where there are local appli-
cants available who can fill these posi-
tions satisfactorily, especially at a
time when there is unemployment.

In these circumstances I. as Min-
ister, am unable to agree to the pro-
posed appointment and I must there-
fore ask You to revoke the offer of
appointment of Mr. Hodkinson (which
offer, as You know, was posted in-
advertently after you had been asked
to hold it pending discussion with me)
and to appoint an applicant from
within the State.

So once again I make a point that in vari-
ous boards of management, what is re-
quired by this Government is not a board
of intelligent men and women but a board
of stooges who will jump at the Minister's
dictation.

I would just like to finish on the point
that we should pay very close attention
to the selection of the board because of
the real importance of the integration of
services of the King Edward Memorial Hos-
pital and the Medical School. The English-
man who was successful in gaining the ap-
pointment is a man who has had, at the
age of 42 years, a very full knowledge of
hospital administration and who has a
very full knowledge of hospitalisation as
regards obstetrics and gynaecology. The
man the Minister desires in his stead
is the secretary of the Perth Dental Hos-
pital who has excellent qualities in
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many ways, but when one compares Quali-
fications, one can do nothing else but agree
with the board.

In view of the fact that the board has
worked in an efficient manner; in view of
the fact that its record is an excellent
one, and in view of the need, too, of th
future-I say this advisedly-regarding the
harmonious working between such boards
and the Department of Public Health,I
would urge the Government without delay
to reappoint the board without making any
proviso. I would urge the Government to
lift the veto and appoint the board in full
status.

The terms of my motion are quite plain
and I feel that In the interests of the pub-
lic: in the interests of the hospital itself
and of hospital administration generally.
the Minister and the Government would
do well to reconsider their rather dicta-
tonial attitude with regard to this matter.
I emphasise once again that I would have
been much happier had the qualifications
been of nearly equal merit and that the
board recommended that a local applicant
be chosen for this position. I tried to
make that point earlier, and I am com-
pletely sincere in saying that at the present
time.

In the light of the information I have
garnered from the file and in the light
of the board's summing up of the situa-
tion, I feel that the Government through
its Minister has acted wrongly and I move
in the terms of the motion standing in
my name on the notice paper.

On motion by the Minister for Health,
debate adjourned.

MOTION4-NEW LAND SETTLEMENT
PROJECTS.

Long Term Finance.

MR. PERKINS (Roe) 18.30]: I move-
That in the opinion of this House

there is urgent need for long term
finance to be made available for
settlers developing new land, particu-
larly for fencing and provision of
suitable water supplies on such land,
to make possible the depasturing of
stock.

Members will notice that I have couched
the motion in fairly general terms. I have
done that purposely in order to give the
spokesman for the Government-

The SPEAKER: Order! Will the hon.
member please resume his seat? I would
ask members to be quieter while a debate
is in Progress. I would point out that
Hansard reporters have complained from
time to time that they have difficulty, even
though sitting in the centre of the Cham-
ber, in hearing members addressing the
Chair. I suggest that if members desire
to conduct a conversation, they speak in
undertones. The hon. member may pro-
ceed.

Mr. PERKINS: I was painting out that
I have couched the motion in general
terms in order to give the Government
spokesman the maximum possible scope to
voice the Government's viewpoint and to
give an indication to some of those men
who are developing Crown land with very
limilted financial backing, the fullest pos-
sible statement as to what the Govern-
ment thinks about their prospects and
what financial assistance can be made
available to them from Government
sources.

Before I conclude my remarks, I shall
have various specific suggestions to make.
But I would stress that my main pur-
pose in introducing the motion is not to
reiterate the arguments which members
of this Chamber have heard from me on
numerous occasions in the last year or
two, stressing the need for finance to as-
sist settlers to develop new lands, but
rather to deal a little with the back.
ground of some of the newer development
which is taking place.

First of all, I would like to make the
point that in the period since the war there
has been a good deal of emphasis, both
by the Federal Government and by the
State Government, on the need to extend
development in our rural districts. Greater
emphasis has been given to that In more
recent times by the necessity to build up
our overseas funds; and, of course, agri-
cultural products of one kind and an-
other-particularly wool and cereals and
meat-have been some of the largest
earners of that overseas exchange. Hence
the importance of any proposals for
bringing new land into production.

There are other effects as well which
have been discussed from time to time in
this Chamber this session. I think I have
made some reference to the need of ob-
tamning the maximum production in the
partly developed agricultural areas of the
State in order to put the various Govern-
ment facilities in those areas in as good
an earning position as possible. This ap-
plies particularly, of course, to the Rail-
way Department; and I think that is a
line of reasoning which the Minister for
Transport will understand. But it must
be obvious that it is not much good voic-
ing a wish that this development should
take place unless some real help is af-
forded those who are doing their best with
the limited means at their disposal.

There is an important effect in the
local district as well. All of those who
have experienced life in country districts
will realise how important it is to develop
each individual district to the maximum
Possible extent so that It will carry the
largest population Practicable, which in
turn, makes social life more attractive in
the area, Improves the trading facilities,
and generally makes life more attractive
for all the People in the area.
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A further effect is to be found, in the That bank was established as long ago
local districts, on the finances of the local
authorities. Members who are convers-
ant with country districts realise that any
local authority which has any consider-
able portion of its area not paying rates
is in a very difficult position compared
with another district which draws rates
from the major part of its area. There
again, rates cannot be paid until the land
is alienated from the Crown and developed
to some extent. The value of the land for
rating purposes increases as it is further
developed and the local authorities are
placed in a better position still.

So on all of those counts I think we
can say that the importance of develop-
Ing these undeveloped lands of the State,
where there are reasonable prospects of
settlers eventually establishing themselves
on a sound basis, is considerable both to
the State as a whole and also to the indi-
vidual districts.

I think members also realise that the
development of the agricultural areas of
the State has been somewhat spasmodic.
At times, when prices for agricultural pro-
duce have been attractive, there has been
a spur to development in our country dis-
tricts. Many of us recall the development
that took place in the period immediately
following the first world war. Some of
us were too young to be actually taking
any active part at that time. But we did
see the results of that development in the
1920's; and other members will recall still
earlier periods of development.

Since the first-world war, with the de-
struction which took place in so many
countries, there was an urgent demand
for all classes of agricultural produce;
and subsequent to the last war, there has
been another period of very active develop-
ment. In between, of course, there was
the period of the 1930's, when even well-
established farmers found it somewhat dif-
ficult to do more than keep their heads
above water financially, and the develop-
ment of new land was largely at a stand-
still.

But agricultural produce prices are still
at a reasonably payable level; and I be-
lieve that we in this Chamber would be
neglectful of our responsibilities if we did
not do everything within our power to
see that the tempo of devolopment in our
country districts is kept up in this period
when our agricultural produce is in very
keen demand in other countries, and is so
essential for the good health of our own
economy.

I have been very interested in reading
the speech of the then Minister for Lands,
Ron. F. J. S. Wise, in introducing a Bill
to this House in 1944 for bringing into
being the present Rural & Industries Bank.
I think all members could profit by re-
reading the debates on that Bill. When
introducing it, Mr. Wise went back to the
origin of the Agricultural Bank.

as 1894; and with further amendments
to the Act in the years immediately fol-
lowing, it did very valuable work in mak-
ing Possible the development of a large
portion of what are regarded as the sound
agricultural areas of the State at present.
Of course, as time went on and the tempo
of new development decreased, the need
for that side of the bank's activities was
less apparent; and Mr. Wise, when he in-
troduced the Bill which converted the old
Agricultural Bank into the Rural & In-
dustries Hank, stressed that we were laced
with a different problem, and that the
Rural & Industries Bank was primarily
equipped to carry on ordinary banking
facilities.

I think members will agree that It has
been reasonably successful in that direc-
tion, and has made Possible the provi-
sion of ordinary trading bank facilities
for many clients who appreciate the
assistance they received from the old
Agricultural Bank in the Pioneering
days; and that goodwill has been
very valuable in the establishment of the
rural bank on its present footing.
Hon. F. J. S. Wise, when introducing that
measure, also stressed his conception of the
new functions of the bank and dealt with
them at considerable length, as members
will see if they consult Hansard for 1944.
He dealt with the fact that the Pioneering
functions which had been Performed by
the old Agricultural Bank were in future
to be carried on by the agency section of
the Rural & Industries Bank.

For my Part I doubt whether a sufficient
number of members-and People outside
the Rouse-appreciate the constitutional
set-up of that bank. The long-term finance
which the Agricultural Bank was accus-
tomed to provide was supposed, under the
new set-up, to be covered by the agency
section of the bank and Provision was made
that, as settlers or others who took advan-
tage of that section reached a sounder
position and became a trading bank pro-
Position, either whole or Portion of their
banking requirements could be moved over
to the ordinary trading section of the bank.
It is important to remember what is the
constitution of the bank at this time.

I consider that as banking Policy has
developed since the war, under the direc-
tion of the Federal Government through
the agency of the central bank and the
other channels that have been developed
for putting that policy into practice, in the
granting of advances by any of the trading
banks-whether it be the trading section
of the Commonwealth Bank or any ordin-
ary trading bank, which, of course, includes
the Rural & Industries Bank, although I
understand it is not directly bound by some
of these directions-the emphasis has been
on the trading banks confining themselves
to what for a very considerable time has
been recognised as the proper field for
trading bank operations; the advancement
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of money to industry In such a form that
it is likely to be repaid within a reasonable
time and so continue circulating in in-
dustry.

Personally, Z can remember evidence
given before the Royal Commission on
banking which stressed that in Australia
we depended too much on bank overdrafts
for finance on propositions which really
came into a category different from ordin-
ary trading bank operations, and I under-
stand that in other parts of the world
special facilities have been provided to deal
with that class of business. I1 will not give
the details at the moment but have raised
the point in order to stress that it is not a
question of laying the blame an any par-
ticular financial institution for any reluct-
ance to finance these long-range develop-
ments, but rather a matter of carrying out
sound banking practice. In this State we
have a satisfactory set-up-If it functions
-in that the agency section of the Rural
& Industries Bank has the express respon-
sibility, given to it by this Parliament, of
dealing with that type of business. Unfor-
tunately in recent times not much has been
possible along those lines.

From the answers to questions I have
asked in the last couple of weeks in this
House, I have learned that no loan money
has been made available by the State
Treasury to the agency section of the Rural
& Industries Bank in the last two years.
I was also told, in reply to questions, that
there have been some advances by the
agency section within the last two years,
from moneys repaid from older loans, but
that. amounted in the year before last to
only 263.000 and last year to f53,000, which
would not go far. and for all I know some
of it may have been re-advances to the
same clients on further operations for the
development of land adjacent to the exist-
ing properties.

The Minister for Education: Are you
proposing an extension of the activities of
this bank?

Mr. PERKINS: I suggest that the Gov-
ernment make use of the agency section.
provision for which was introduced into
this Chamber by Hon. F. J. S. Wise and
agreed to by Parliament.

The Minister for Education: But You
would advocate the extension of it?

Mr. PERKINS: No, my contention is
that the present Government is not making
any use of that agency. In a former period
when there was tremendous expansion of
the agricultural development of this State
-for which a former Premier. Sir James
Mitchell. was largely responsible-the Agri-
cultural Bank, the forerunner of this
agency section of the Rural & Industries
Bank, played a major part. if the Minister
has listened to what I have said, he will
know that I stated that the central bank.
the principle of which I know his party
supports, has frowned on any of the
trading banks advancing money on 20 or

30 years' terms and expects the advances
to be repaid in a much shorter period than
that. I come now to the eff ects; of the
present financial stringency, if not the
present policy being followed by the Gov-
erment-

The Minister for Lands: "Financial
stringency" is right.

Mr. PERKINS: I do not wish to make
Political capital out of this as I am much
more interested in serving the interests of
the people I represent. I think the Mini-
ster will agree that I have not attempted
to flog the Government with its failure
to take action along the lines I have indi-
cated. I know the Government has been
in some financial difficulty but I suggest
that the present position cannot be allowed
to drift on indefinitely. The Minister for
Lands knows that I introduced a deputation
to him and subsequently another to the
Premier, as Treasurer, being representative
of the settlers in my electorate, and both he
and the Premier, I am pleased to say.
gave favourable replies and said they
would help the settlers when they could.
Unfortunately, the Treasury has not
allotted any funds at all to the agency
section of the R. & I. Bank for advances
to settlers for long-term development.

The Minister for Lands: What section
of Gove rrnent expenditure do you think
should be robbed for that purpose?

Mr. PERKINS: I do not suggest rob-
bing any section but I know that the Gov-
ernment, through the R. & 1. Bank, has
made considerable advances to some sec-
tions of industry. Last year it advanced
£:900,000 to Chamberlain Industries and
that has to be repaid out of loan money
to the bank this year. It is not for us to
tell the Government how to run its finances
but if some of the settlers I represent could
have had a small portion of that £900,000.
their position would have been much
better than it is at present and I believe
the money would have paid far bigger
dividends towards the welfare and economy
of the State.

Naturally, I do not wish to see any of
our secondary industries in difficulties as
we need all the development we can get
but, on the other hand, I1 think a Govern-
ment charged with the responsibility of
directing the finances of the State should
achieve some sort of balance. One can
easily understand the reaction of these
settlers who are struggling along under
difficulties, and whose case has been recog-
nised by the Government, and to whom
the Premier gave a favourable reply at a
deputation, hut who now find that any
loan funds available have found their way
into secondary Industry rather than been
shared between secondary industry and
the vital development of which I am speak-
ing tonight.

Members have heard me on previous
occasions state the position of the settlers
and I will not reiterate that description,
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but I think I should put forward the posi-
tion again in a few words. I would refer
members to several issues of "The Country-
man" of May last and one or two in June.
At about that time I arranged for a reporter
and photographer of that journal to make
a tour through the areas I represent. I
told them I did not want them to paint
an untrue picture and if members read
the issues to which I have referred they will
get some background of the difficulties
facing settlers in that area.

I refer particularly to my own elector-
ate, not because I want assistance for that
group of settlers only, but because I know
the area best and am in constant contact
with these men and receive letters from
them by every mall. I therefore under-
stand the feelings of these settlers and
their families when the future is so un-
certain for them.

The Minister for Lands: How long have
they been there?

Mr. PERKINS: For varying periods.
Somte have been operating in a limited way
for seven or eight years. They have been
trying to expand their operations. The
only way the Minister can get a clear
picture of what their difficulties are is to
make a trip through these areas and see
the position for himself. I do not wish
to make political capital out of this affair
and if the Minister will agree to have a
look at these areas, I will he pleased to
arrange an itinerary for him and will
assure him that he will get a clear picture
and be able to see both sides of the case
for himself.

The Minister for Lands: I have already
had a clear picture of them. I have met
some of them myself.

Mr. PERKINS: I doubt whether the
Minister sees the picture as clearly as I
do.

The Minister for Lands: The Point is that
over the past 3J years it has been made
clear to any man who has taken up a block
of land that there would be no financial
help from the Government forthcoming,
and quite a number of these settlers come
under that category.

Mr. PERKINS: That is a peculiar state-
ment. too, because if the Minister says that
the Government is not going to make any
finance available and that the agency
section of the Rural & Industries Bank will
not be used, the Minister should have made
that point clear a long time ago.

The Minister for Lands: Every applicant
that has been allocated a block of land
has bad that condition explained to him.

Mr. PERKINS: I cannot understand
that statement. I agree that no under-
taking was given to these men such as I
understand was given back in the old days
when the Agricultural Bank was in opera-
tion. When a man was allotted a block
after applying for land which had been

thrown open for selection, he was Practic-
ally told what amount of loan would be
available from the Agricultural Bank On
that particular land.

The Minister for Lands: That practice
ceased many years ago.

Mr. PERKINS: I know it did but I can-
not understand the viewpoint now expres-
sed by the Minister. Perhaps it will be
more satisfactory if I leave him to explain
that paint of view when he speaks to my
motion. That is the purpose of my intro-
ducing this motion, namely, to give the
Minister a chance to state what the policy
of the Government is.

The Minister for Lands: What I am try-
ing to get you to understand is that there
is no money available for that purpose.

Mr. PERKINS: I know quite well that
that is the position and that is what I am
concerned about. If the Minister or his
Government can find £900,000 to help an
industrial enterprise in this State, he ought
to he able to find some money to help
assist agricultural development. If the
Government Is not going to use the agency
section of the Rural & Industries Bank,
is the Minister contending that the agri-
cultural development of Western Australia
should be at a standstill? If he is, that
is a very serious statement for him to
make and it is not In line with statements
that the Government has been making,
namely, that the Government is encourag-
ing and supporting development in other
portions of the State.

The Minister for Lands:.What it means
is that the Rural & Industries"Bank is no
diff erent from any other bank in that re-
gard.

Mr. PERKINS: I do not agree with that
statement. When the Rural & industries
Bank was established by a former Premier
of this State, Hon. F. J. S. Wise, its con-
stitution charged it with that express re-
sponsibility. There is no doubt that that
provision is in the Act. I will read It to
the Minister if he so desires, but I am
sure he knows of that provision already.
Therefore, he cannot deny that the re-
sponsibility Is placed on the agency section
of the Rural & Industries Bank to do the
job which the old Agricultural Bank-
with all its faults-carried out fairly suc-
cessfully in earlier years.

The Minister for Lands: Are you trying
to say that the agency section of the
Rural & Industries Bank should under-
take to advance money which no other
bank will do?

Mr. PERKINS: Of course I do, be-
cause it is expressly charged with that
responsibility. As a matter of fact, the
central bank of Australia will not permit
the other banks to engage in this type
of business. If the Minister for Lands de-
sired to buy a. property at present and he
approached any of the trading banks,
whether the Commonwealth Bank or any
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other bank, for a considerable advance to
buy such a property, and if the repay-
ment of such a loan is going to take him
more than several years, the banks will not
advance him the money. In fact, I doubt
very much whether he would get a loan
even if he could repay the money within
three years.

The Minister for Lands: Will you deny
that the Rural & Industries Bank has not
the same financial set-up as the Common-
wealth Bank?

Mr. PERKINS: The Minister will
Persist in refusing to recognise that
the Rural & Industries Bank has
two different sections. I know it
has two sections. Its trading section
is no diff erent from that of any other
bank. However, it also has an agency
section which has an entirely different kind
of responsibility. I am afraid I have not
got time to read Mr. Wise's speech which
the made when he introduced the Bill.

The Minister for Lands: I know all
about it; I was on the committee that had
quite a bit to do with it.

Mr. PERKINS: Apparently the Minister
has not a very good memory then when he
speaks about the R. & I, Bank as he has
done.

The Minister for Lands: I am not deny-
ing that the Rural & Industries Bank has
two sections, but there is no money in the
agency section for certain propositions and
that puts it on the same level as all other
banks.

Mr. PERKINS: The Act which was
Passed to constitute the Rural & Indus-
tries Bank expressly provides that the
agency section should be the responsibility
of the State Treasurer to the extent that
the funds for it would be foiind from the
ordinary loan funds of the State. It was
recognised that the ordinary trading sec-
tion of the bank would not be capable of
providing sufficient funds to carry out its
ordinary business as well as executing its
functions through the agency section.

The Minister for Lands: That is quite
true when money is available.

Mr. PERKINS: We have made some
Progress apparently. The Minister now
says, "When money is available". There
was £900,000 worth of money available last
year which was advanced to an industrial
enterprise. The Minister cannot deny that
some decision must have been made at
that time to advance the whole of that
£900,000 to this industrial enterprise and
that no money was to be paid Into the
agency section of the Rural & Industries
Bank to assist the rural industry.

The Minister for Lands: A very limited
amount. That is the position.

Mr. PERUKINS: I am more interested
in dealing with the result. The Minister
says that when they took up their land,

the settlers should have realised that no
finance was to be made available. For-
tunately, we still have people in this State
who are prepared to take a risk with their
own money at any rate; not with some-
one else's money. They have taken con-
siderable risks. In some cases they have
been unduly optimistic, and I want to ex-
plain to the House what the position is.

One of my constituents came from South
Australia with £2,000. He cleared 1,000
acres, planted most of it and he
has had one crop. Like most new set-
tlers, however, he had to get some money
in as quickly as possible. The crop was
not very good; it went about 8 or 9 bushels
to. the acre. He found himself with in-
sufficient money to fallow for another crop
as well as carry out some necessary im-
provements. This man has now been
forced to take up outside work. I under-
stand that at present he Is, working for
the war service land settlement scheme at
Jerramongup on fencing. His wife and
family are living in a shack on his pro-
perty and as a result the development of
the land is at a standstill. The work that
has been done on the property is quite
good. Part of it, amounting to 350 acres or
more, is carrying good feed and if the
property were fenced it would carry Quite
a few h?ad of stck.

That is only one of the tragedies that
one sees when travelling throughout these
areas. Some of the men who have been
more cautious and who have not launched
out beyond their means are in a rather
better position. In case there may be
some people who have the idea that this
country is not any good, I will disabuse
their mind about that because if the Mini-
ster makes a trip to this area I will intro-
duce him to some of the most successful
farmers in the State.

One man, who was in difficult financial
circumstances during the depression period,
is now one of the wealthy farmers of the
State. Of course, the rise in wool and agri-
cultural prices generally after the war has
assisted him considerably. The men estab-
lished then were on a low cost basis so
when there were sharp rises in prices they
got a quick lift. That applies, of course, to
many farmers in this State. Many men
were in financial difficulties before the war,
but immediately afterwards, with sharp in-
creases in prices, their financial position
improved remarkably within a short tine.

I can introduce the Minister to farmers,
almost adjacent to those at present in
difficulties, who will tell him that their
land is similar to that which the others
are farming. I am a farmer myself
and I have examined some of this country
and agree with their contention. I am sure
that these men would give the Minister an
honest opinion. Therefore, I can say quite
definitely that there is nothing wrong with
the country. Nevertheless, it makes a great
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deal of difference when new country is
developed properly and when a farmer is
scratching for finance and has to take short
cuts. With fanning, short cuts rarely pay
off.

For instance, in the wheatbelt area, if
they have to take short cuts by not fallow-
ing and planting a crop immediately fol-
lowing the burr, the result is very
problematical. Sometimes, of course, these
short cuts are successful.- If it happens to
be a difficult Year with a dry finishing
period, there is a great difference in the
return from fallowed ground as against
that from unfallowed ground. one man
could get 20 bushels to the acre while the
other, who had been forced to use rather
primitive methods, might harvest only
seven or eight bushels to the acre. Anyone
who knows anything about farming knows
what a difference that makes to the net
return. The costs are not so very different
in each case, but the difference in the
cash return of eight bushels to the acre
compared with 20 bushels to the acre is two
and a half times as great. I contend that
the outlook for the man developing new
land is not very bright at all unless long
term finance is available for improvements.

The Minister for Lands: If they build
up an equity they will be able to get a
loan. They have to build up an equity, and
that is the trouble.

Mr. PERKINS: They have to develop
a very large equity. I have had many dis-
cussions with officers of the R. & 1. Bank
on these matters. I know that the bank
is helping in some cases through the
ordinary trading section. In odd eases
assistance is being given by the agency
section. but I do not know of any settler
who has obtained more than £500 from
that section. The point is that by the
time a new settler reaches the stage of
qualifying for assistance from the bank,
the emergency is over and he is able to
get finance from other concerns.

Mr. Rhatigan: Cannot any other banks
advance loans to these settlers?

Mr. PERKINS: It is not a banking Pro-
position. The banks are not permitted to
advance money at the present time which
cannot be repaid within 20 years. If memn-
bers examine the constitution of the old
Agricultural Bank, the system was for
advances to be made on the basis of re-
payment in 25 to 30 Years, and there was
no repayment in the first five years. I
understand that the instruction from the
central bank is that trading banks today
must not engage in that type of business.
The fact is that settlers are allowed to
develop second-class land and to battle
along without receiving the same assist-
ance which was given to the earlier gen-
eration of farmers who were responsible
for developing a large part of the agri-
cultural areas of this State.

The Minister for Lands: That was done
under the old group settlement system in
most cases.

Mr. PERKINS: The Minister may be
referring to the South-West. but that does
not apply to the wheat and sheep areas.

The Minister for Lands: It applies to
the Lakes district.

Mr. PERKINS: They were not group
areas. To avoid any misconception on
how the Agricultural Bank operated, I
should detail the system. Sir James
Mitchell. who was largely responsible for
implementing the development, realised
that settlers with very limited means were
interested in developing the wheat and
sheep areas and that they did not have
very much security to offer. Consequently
advances were made on the security of the
improvements that were effected. In other
words, if a settler wanted to clear 100 acres
of land he would arrange for a contractor
to do the work and the Agricultural Bank
would pay for the full cost of clearing.
The security would be the improvements
effected.

Mr. Moir: It is not correct to say that
the bank paid the full cost. The bank
made certain advances for certain types
of clearing. It would not go beyond a
fixed amount.

Mr. PERKINS: The hon. member is
correct. There was a limit. The amount
advanced by the bank was sufficient to
cover the land cleared. I am glad the
hon. member made that point clear. There
was no suggestion that the money was
frittered away. I understand there was
a limit of £1,500 per settler.

Mr. Moir: At one time it was £2,000.
Mr. PERKINS: When I came to the

State. the figure was £1,500 but I accept
what the hon. member has said. Even
£1,500 would be worth £4,500 under pre-
sent day values. I contrast that with the
assistance given to settlers who today are
developing Crown lands and who cannot
even obtain £500 from the successor to
the Agricultural Hank. I want to em-
phasise this point: We are not doing as
much for the present generation of
settlers as we did for the earlier genera-
tion who, in many cases, have turned out
to be successful and prosperous farmers.

The Government should recognise the
need for such assistance and I feel that
publicity should be given to this point be-
cause the present-day settlers know what
assistance had been given by the Govern-
ment to the earlier farmers. They feel
that the present policy is very niggardly.
No doubt when the Minister speaks he
will detail the difficulties facing the Gov-
ernment. but it is right for us to know
what those difficulties are. I consider that
the Government should make ,a very great
effort to see that some assistance Is given
to present-day settlers who in many eases
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have committed all their savings to develop
Crown lands. If the Minister would con-
sent to look at what they are doing, I am
sure he would be impressed with the
quality of the settlers.

The Minister for Lands: We have good
types of settlers in all the districts. It is
not limited to any one area.

Mr. PERKINS: I am not speaking par-
ticularly on behalf of settlers in the Roe
electorate. I hope I have made myself
clear. I am just as concerned to see the
new settlers at Oeraldton, Greenough. Mt.
Marshall, the South-West, around Perth
or at Esperance getting exactly the same
assistance. I am not suggesting that it
should be given to settlers in any one
particular section of the State. There is
no doubt that new settlers can be found in
the Midlands, Salmon Gum Esperance or
in other portions of the State. I hope the
Minister will not think that I am pushing
the barrow for settlers in my electorate.
The Government would be falling down on
its job if it gave preferential treatment to
any particular area.

The Minister for Lands: You have found
the settlers. We have to find the money
before the two can comne together.

Mr. PERKINS: If the Minister has
limited funds available, I can suggest how
he can make them go as far as possible. I
have already quoted one typical instance.
Most of the settlers say that if they could
get adequate fencing and water supplies,
they would not be so worried about their
position. In the vase I outlined, if the
settler could fence his 1,000-acre block
and had a reliable water supply, say, a
3,000 yard dam, he would not have to work
away from his property to keep the pot
boiling, as it were.

At present he has 350 acres of feed going
to waste. If the property is fenced, I have
no doubt that he can find assistance for
stocking the property or to get a neighbour
to pay for the feed that is being wasted.
That would give him some income. What
is more serious is this: If some of these
properties are not fenced or stocked, and
nothing further is done for a period, there
can be only one result: the native scrub
will grow up again. The property will
revert to its original state, and it will be
harder to bring it back into production.

The Minister for Lands: Don't you think
that the settler should have thought about
these things before he carried out his im-
provements prematurely?

Mr. PERKINS: Some settlers noted
what Mr. Wise said when he introduced
the Rural & Industries Bank Bill.

The Minister for Lands: That was way
back in 1944 and this is 1956.

Mr. PERKINS: When any Government
brings in legislation, particularly when a
Government of the same political colour

succeeds in office, surely the people are
entitled to think that that legislation will
be carried on.

The Minister for Lands: What has that
got to do with the point I raised about the
settler doing work prematurely?

Mr. PERKINS: I do not understand the
statement that the work was done pre-
maturely unless the Minister contends that
agricultural development in this State
should remain static for the present. Or
does the Minister say that the only agri-
cultural development to be carried out is
to be done under war service land settle-
mnent conditions?

The Minister for Lands: I was picking
up the example you used, but now you have
got right away from it.

Mr. PERKINS: The Minister picked on
some chance word of mine. I thought the
settler had been a little ambitious in clear-
ing his land.

The Minister for Lands: You were re-
ferring to an individual settler.

Mr. PERKINS: I thought he was a little
bit ambitious.

The Minister for Lands: Why did you
not say So?

Mr. PERKINS: Surely the Minister is
not going to suggest that people who are to
develop new agricultural areas in this
State have to think of all the pros and cons
before they start! Are they to anticipate
that everything will run against them?
If so, there is going to be very little de-
velopment done. The real progress in the
State has been made possible by people
who have been prepared to take chances
and who have risked their savings. All I
am asking is that the Minister should ap-
prove of even limited assistance at this
stage.

Some of this fencing loan has been avail-
able, I understand, but there again un-
fortunately for these settlers, at least, the
Mints ter has provided that all finance
available for vermin-proof fencing has
gone down Into the South-West corner of
the State; Into the high rainfall areas.

The Minister for Lands: No, he has not.

Mr. PERKINS: I know of none that has
come into the areas I represent, although
there may be some.

Mr. Cornell: None.
Mr. PERKINS: I am inclined to think

that the member for Mt. Marshall is right.
The Minister for Lands: You are com-

pletely wrong.

Mr. PERKINS: I know there was not
sufficient money to do a great amount of
work, but I am'r just saying that whatever
money there was, went into these higher
rainfall areas. I know the Minister can
make out some case, If there was only a

1595



196[ASSEMBLY.]

small amount, in that he can say that it
would go further in fencing small pro-
perties than in fencing large ones.

The Minister for Lands: It did nothing
of the kind.

Hon. A. F. Watts; Tomorrow we will ask
you for a return for each of the districts
it did go to.

The Minister for Lands: Almost any
agricultural district in the State could
obtain that netting.

Mr. PERKINS: The point is not par-
ticularly material to my argument. I do
not wish to start any Parochial discus-
sion. So long as someone benefited from
it, that is the main thing.

The Minister for Lands: I only want you
to get your facts straight.

Mr. PERKINS: The Minister will have
plenty of opportunities to do that next
Wednesday or at some other subsequent
time. What I am stressing is the desir-
ability of providing fencing and water
supplies on these properties. If the State
has not got any funds, I know that the
Commonwealth Government is extremely
interested in expanding the production of
any products that will earn overseas ex-
change; and, of course, if these proper-
ties are fenced so that sheep can be run
on them, they will be producing the one
commodity that does sell in competition
throughout the world, and which does
produce the maximum amount of inter-
national exchange funds.

I think the Minister will find that the
Commonwealth Government or the Com-
monwealth Bank will be extremely inter-
ested in any proposition to expand the pro-
duction of wool, in particular. I am won-
dering whether there would be any in-
superable difficulties in making advances
for fencing these properties, and also for
providing water supplies on somewhat the
same lines as those by which money was
advanced for vermin-proof netting at an
earlier stage. I understand that it was
advanced on first mortgage, or in such a
way that It took priority, and the repay-
ment, of course, was over a long period
-33 years from memory.

Taking again the instance I quoted of
a property of 1,000 acres, I suppose it
would cost approximately, £1,000 to boun-
dary fence It with a rabbit-proof fence;
it might cost more. To provide a 3,000-
yard dam with a suitable catchiment might
cost in the vicinity of £400. This Is quite
a lot of money compared with anything
these settlers have received so far, but It Is
a small amount compared with what the
Government is spending on the develop-
ment of the war service land settlement
properties where the average figure seems
to be in the vicinity of £30,000.

The Minister for Lands: That Is Com-
monwealth money.

Mr. PERKINS: Yes. It is aUl Australian
money, anyhow. I think the Minister will
find that the Commonwealth will also be
very interested in any worthwhile scheme
which will pay dividends in the expansion
of agricultural produce.

The Minister for Lands: I have not
noticed it up to now.

Mr. PERKINS: in discussions with some
of the new settlers, I gather that if they

cudgtfnna for fencing arid watE~r
supplies they would feel much happier. In
many instances it would enable them to
carry cut this work themselves on their
propertics and possibly it wouldi enable
them to do other development as well.

In this type of finance I take it that
the security would be the important ques-
tion. If the same principle were followed
as was followed with the old Agricultural
Bank advances, I can see nothing wrong
with the proposition to make advances
available to cover the full cost of such im-
proveinents as boundary fences and water
supplies; or, at least almost the flull cost.
I would not suggest that such should be
approved without proper supervision, but
I have no doubt that the officers of the
R. & I. Bank, which the Minister con-
trols, would easily take care of that aspect.
it would be the means of providing some
of these settlers with work close handy to
home, and if they could be paid to do
the work it would be the means of enab-
ling them to obtain a few pounds in cash
with which to do further work on their
properties.

I believe that any of this sort of devel-
opment is perfectly sound. It is a much
better security, really, than clearing, be-
cause, of course, if clearing is not followed
up there is the danger of the land revert-
ing to bush with the result that it is even
harder to clear than it was in the first
place: and, furthermore, the security
largely disappears. with fencing, how-
ever, if it is properly constructed and if
suitable water supplies are established on
the property, even if the settler does not
make a success of his venture or does not
meet his obligations and the property re-
verts to the Crown-to the Lands Depart-
ment. the R. & 1. Bank or whatever the
Government agency may be-it will not be
very hard to interest some other settler
in it because properties with fences and
water supplies are attractive in any sound
agricultural district.

For the information of members, I may
say that I have discussed the problem with
officers of the RL. & I. Bank and I believe
that they will do anything within their
power, but as I have tried to make clear,
they are limited by the finance that is
available. This Is not their fault; the
final responsibility lies with the Treasurer
of the State, and I know he has his diffi-
culties too. What I wish to make clear
is that I have no particular fault to find
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with the officers of the R. & 1. Bank. I
have found them to be very efficient and
they are anxious to carry out their re-
sponsibilities as well as they can.

In some discussions with the bank,
however, I have noticed a reluctance to
make this type of advance available for
any sort of permanent improvement un-
less the bank is satisfied that the indi-vidual would be able to carry on and
make a success of his farm. It is highly
desirable that that should be so. The
bank has rather taken the attitude that
if it makes advances for carrying out im-
provements, it will then be obliged to fol-
low up and make advances for the ordin-
ary carry-on expenses and will generally
be responsible for further financial help
to the settler. I do not entirely agree
with that point of view. As far as I am
concerned, I would be prepared to make
the advances for clearing and water sup-
Plies irrespective of what could be done
subsequently, because I regard the provi-sion of those two items on already cleared
land, as a necessary step to conserve a
State asset.

If a property has been cleared but is
not fenced and stacked, the danger is
that with further neglect it will revert to
a state in which it will not be attractive
to any other settler for some considerable
time. It could, perhaps, be 10 or 12 years
before it would carry a good fire again.
and such a property, undeveloped in the
midst of developed properties can be
something of a menace on many counts.
It prevents the orderly development of the
district; it makes it more expensive to
provide for settlers further on; it prevents
the district from carrying the maximum
population possible; it is likely to act as
a harbour for vermin. Hence the desira-
bility to get these properties fenced and
to have water supplies established on them
as early as possible.

The terms of the motion are fairly clear
and members will notice that in the final
phrase I have laid particular emphasis on
the need for fencing and water supplies.
I would like to see the agency section of
the R. & 1. Hank placed in the position of
being able to do the job as efficiently as
the then Minister for Lands, Hon. F. J. S.
Wise, envisaged when he introduced the
original Bill into the House. Members on
the Government side should recognise that
it was one of their members who intro-
duced the measure, and I1 think members
on this side of the Chamber, who were
then in the House, supported it. I be-
lieve we are entitled to look at the pres-
ent Government to see that the good In-
tentions that were then described, are
achieved.

These settlers are spread over a fairly
big area and I do not know how many
there are because no detailed figures are
available. I think the Rural & Industries
Bank has a lot of information in regard
to the applications which have been made

to it and probably its inspectors have
a general idea of the whole position. I
know there is another area which is repre-
sented by the members for Moore and
Greenough where there are a considerable
number of these settlers. I have met sev-
eral of them and they are in the area
from Dandaragan northwards to Gerald-
ton. I am led to believe that they are
in much the same position as those in the
south-eastern area which I know best be-
cause I represent it.

The Minister has raised the question of
whether or not those settlers were over-
optimistic in going on the land because
they had no knowledge of what financial
assistance would be available for them in
the future. The only way to correct that
position is for the Government to organise
some system of finance which can be hon-
oured and which can be publicised so that
there can be no doubt in the minds of
any prospective new settlers as to what
help they can expect. But if there is to
be no help given, the quicker the Govern-
ment says so the better it will be. But I
warn the Premier and the Minister for
Lands that if they make that statement,
they can expect severe criticism from
members on this side.

Hon. D. Brand: Where is the Minister
for Lands?

The Minister for Transport: Open your
eyes and you will see him.

Mr. PERKINS: Only this week I met
a well-established farmer from one of the
agricultural districts of Victoria which I
know very well. He has a nephew who is
share farming in this State and he told
me that he knew of a considerable num-
ber of young men, sons of farmers or men
who had gained experience by working on
farms in the Eastern States, who had heard
of the possibilities of cheap land in West-
ern Australia. They were led to believe
that many who had developed this type
of land were doing very well. This man
asked me what the possibilities were of
getting on to this land and what finance
was available.

I gather that some of these young men
have £2,000 or £3,000 and some of them
have even as much as £4,000 or £5,000
available to them and they would be wil-
ling to come to this State. Of course,
I was able to tell this particular farmer
that there was plenty of land available
and on very favourable terms. I told
him that a lot of it could be taken up for
5s. an acre repayable over 20 odd years.
I am sure that the prospects in a good
deal of that country are very favourable
and I think the Minister for Lands will
agree with me that that is not painting
too rosy a picture. But I was also forced
to tell the farmer to whom I have referred
that I was afraid the prospects of getting
financial assistance for these men, from
any source that I knew of in Western
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Australia, were very poor. I think it Is so that the new settlers will know mare
necessary to tell members that so that they
can see the picture clearly.

When the Minister replies to the de-
bate he may ask me how many settlers are
involved at present. Of course, I can only
guess. There may be 200 or there may
be 300; I would be only guessing. Then
again there might be a lot more than
that. If finance were made available
through the agency section of the Rural
& Industries Bank. or through some other
source, with repayment over a long period
of years, similar to the advances made
through the old Agricultural Bank, I be-
lieve many more of these young farmers
would come to Western Australia to have
a shot at developing some of our unali-
enated Crown lands.

But without some source of financial
assistance it would be only leading them
into trouble to suggest that they make a
start with the limited capital they have
available. So this is a test for the Gov-
ernment and it will be an opportunity for
it to make a statement on what it intends
to do for the settlers who have got so
far with their development and who are
now at a standstill.

Nearly every one of them that I know of
is doing work off his property in order
to maintain his family, as well as doing
some further work on his property. Unless
the Government can evolve some concrete
scheme-and fairly quickly too-to help
these settlers it would be over-optimistic
to expect much further development.
Various people have suggested to mec that
perhaps the sounder method of develop-
ment would be by wealthy farmers , who
have made good, establishing their
sons or other relatives on properties
in the vicinity. Of course, that has
been done in many cases but such
a scheme has its limitations because it
requires a considerable sum of money to
establish and equip a farm at present.

In addition, many of these men have
worked for many years, their families have
grown up and now that they are reasonably
affluent, as a result of many years of hard
work, it would be rather unreasonable to
expect them to put up with privations in
taking up ventures which might take a
few years to develop. Pioneering work is
always fairly strenuous and I believe it is
unreasonable to expect that the young
farmers of today, who are developing these
Crown lands, should not be treated in a
manner comparable to that in which the
earlier generation of farmers were treated.

I hope that the Minister for Lands,' or
the Treasurer, or whoever takes the ad-
journment of the debate, will state the
Government's reaction to the motion and
reply to some of the suggestions I have
put forward. I do not wish to make politi-
cal capital out of this matter; I am more
concerned that the Government should
make a frank statement regarding its plans

help they may expect.
On motion by the Minister for Lands.

debate adjourned.

HILL-ELECTORAL ACT AMENDMENT
(No. 2).

Second Reading-Defeated.
Debate resumed from the 3rd October.

MRt. COURT (Nedlands> 19.551: It is
now a considerable time since this Hill
was introduced and it would be as well
if I reminded members of the object of
the member for Cottesloe in introducing
it. In my opinon, his object was a com-
mendable one because it was to prevent
officers from the Electoral Office being em-
ployed outside that office for the purpose
of enrolmnents in connection with voluntary
elections-in other words, Legislative
Council enrolments.

I think his object was a commendable
one because it followed fairly closely on
thiree important matters in connection with
our electoral procedure, all of which were
connected with the Legislative Council and
all of which were, to my mind, infringe-
ments of the method of operating the
Electoral Office that we have come to
expect in this State. I do not wish to
reflect in any way on the officers of the
department because the Minister has ad-
mitted that they were acting under his di-
rection. As officers of that department,
they have to obey those directions.

The Minister for Justice: They were
acting on a precedent set by your own
party.

Hon. Sir Ross McLarty: Nothing of the
sort! You went back 50 years.

The Minister for Justice: It does not
matter how many years we went back.

Hon. Sir Ross McLarty: Of course it
matters. Enrobrments were not compulsory
then.

The Minister for Justice: It Is only be-
cause it suits you.

Mr. COURT: I should like briefly to
refer to the three incidents because they
are related directly to the Bill. The first
was the canvassing by paid officers of the
Electoral Office for enrolments in respect
to the Legislative Council rolls for the West
Province; the second was a similar pro-
cedure in connection with the Metropoli-
tan Province; and the third was the delay-
ing of the writ necessary for the Metro-
politan Province by-election following the
death of the late Hon. Harry Reamn.

As regards the first incident, I under-
stand that the officers of the department
were receiving overtime rates and car
mileage for doing the work. That is rather
interesting because when it became
apparent that there was to be no opposition
to the then sitting member, who came up
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for re-election, the canvassing stopped
overnight. The Minister is shaking his head
but it was a strange coincidence, and I
think he would excuse us for being a little
suspicious in that regard.

Then there was the instance of the
Metropolitan Province. It Is significant
that areas regarded as predominantly
Labour in their support were being can-
vassed by these officers, again at overtime
rates and receiving a car mileage. It was
using public mongy to achieve what I con-
sider was a political advantage. As It hap-
pened, of course, the elections proved that
these people had not worked hard or fast
enough to overcome the advantage of the
Opposition in that particular area.

The Minister for Justice: It is a terrible
thing when you take a defeat so badly that
you become suspicious of any action of the
opposition.

Mr. COURT: This was not a case of de-
feat because we had a resounding victory.
There was in connection with this parti-
cular by-election a very sweeping victory
by the Liberal candidate In the Metropoli-
tan Province electorate. I refer to the
vacancy caused by the death of the late
Hon. Harry Hearn.

Hon. D. Brand: If the Minister thinks
back to 194'7 he would have something to
think about.

Mr. COURT: I consider the action by the
Government in these three cases to be
blatant and most disturbing. The defer-
ment of the issue of the writ in connection
with the Metropolitan Province by-election
was, I think, even more blatant than the
procedure adopted for securing enrolments
by paid officers of the Electoral Department
at overtime rates.

The Minister for Justice: I would do
exactly the same thing next tine if I had
the opportunity because it was quite justi-
fiable. fair and aboveboard.

Hon. Sir Ross McLarty: Put them into all
provinces; do not make a selection.

Mr. COURT: The Minister wants to ad-
vance the argument that because he put
those people into new housing areas he
was giving them a, service which they had
previously been denied. His suggestion that
they had no opportunity for enrolment does
not hold good because throughout the
whole metropolitan area houses are being
built at a fast rate; and this was happen-
ing particularly at the time when the can-
vassing took place by the electoral officers.
Does the Minister mean to say that because
a person builds a home on a vacant block
in Mt. Lawley, Subiaco, Nedlands or some-
where else, he Is entitled to less service
than a person who goes into a housing
area? It does not hold water.

Ron. D. Brand: I think the Minister was
badly advised.

[56]

Mr. COURT: I desire to be brief In this
matter. I want to register my protest
against the Government's action and to
give my support to the member for Cottes-
boe in the Bill he has introduced. Any
Government that took the action this Gov-
ernment did in connection with enrolnments,
would leave itself open to the charge of
trying to obtain an advantage by the use
of public money,

The Minister for Justice: It is the
obligation of the Electoral Department to
see that everybody is enrolled both for
the Legislative Assembly and the Legisla-
tive Council,

Hon. Sir Ross McLarty: Why did you
not go everywhere?

Hon. D. Brand: And You paid over-
time rates.

Mr. COURT: I submit that better re-
sults are obtained from non-compulsory
elections. I hate compulsion and I like to
feel that the people have sufficient interest
In the matter to make them vote, because
if people are sufficiently interested in the
affairs of the country they will stir them-
selves and vote.

The Minister for Justice: You would
sooner have a dictator.

Mr. COURT: Voluntary voting does not
breed a dictator. They get on very well in
the United Kingdom and the United States.
The people there stir themselves and they
turf Governments out. If the issues are
big enough, they will soon stir themselves.
I feel that this Bill seeks to achieve and
include a desirable provision. It will have
the effect of preventing the electoral
officers from being exposed to any sug-
gestion that they are partisan In their
approach. Their impartiality is vital in
our system of elections.

The Minister for Justice: They were
impartial.

Mr. COURT: We have learned to re-
spect the electoral office in this State but
I1 suggest that what was done by the Gov-
erniment-not the Minister in particular
but by the Government--on this occasion
did a lot to damage in the public mind
the impression of impartiality on the part
of the electoral office through no fault of
the electoral officers themselves. The pub-
lic was very uneasy about the action taken
in the Metropolitan Province election and
they reflected it at the time.

Mr. May: What Is wrong with the Com-
monwealth?

Mr. COURT: That is a compulsory vote
and an entirely different situation alto-
gether. The matter with which we are
dealing concerns voluntary enrolment and
voluntary voting.

Mr. May: It is an entirely different
Government.
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Mr. COURT: I do not see where the
hon. member's interjection is relevant. It
would be different if he were talking about
compulsory voting for the Legislative As-
sembly. I know that the question of volun-
tary voting for the Legislative Council is a
sore point with the hon. member and his
colleagues. But it is the law of the land
that there should be voluntary enrolment
and voting for the Legislative Council. An
attempt was made to use State money for
the purpose of achieving a political ad-
vantage-an attempt that did not come
off.

The Minister for Justice: We followed
a precedent set by our opponents.

H-on. Sir Ross MeLarty: That is not
true.

Hon. D. Brand: The Minister for Works
said that two wrongs did not make a right.

Mr. COURT: In conclusion, I want to
say that if we do not Preserve the im-
partiality of our electoral office in this
matter, we will expose our whole electoral
system to the danger of collapse, and once
that happens we will be in great danger
of degenerating to the one-party system.

The Minister for Justice: It is the Chief
Electoral Officer's duty to get everybody
enrolled without an instruction from the
Government.

Mr. COURT: He Is not Intended to go
out at overtime rates and get enrolmnents
from door to door.

H-on. Sir Ross MoLarty: He did this
under Goverrnent direction in certain
areas only.

MR. POTTER (Subiaco) [10.81: 1 hope
the member for Cottesloe is not optimistic
enough to think that he will get this piece
of legislation on to the statute book be-
cause if he does, I think it will be a retro-
grade step. If the minds of the members
of the Opposition were receptive at the
time, they would recall that the Minister
went to~ some length to point out, and did
so rather conclusively, that the practice of
using civil servants for the purpose of
enrolling people on the voluntary roll has
been in vogue over a number of years;
although in more recent years it has been
discontinued. To some extent there Is a
reason for its discontinuance.

The fact remains that it has been the
practice;, that it has been done previously
by the Electoral Department and even
today in my electorate people are going
around in connection with the Common-
wealth roll-which is compulsory-and are
enrolling electors. So I do not see that it
matters very much, providing that the
people are placed on the roll. It is also to
the benefit of the Electoral Department
and the public as a whole if people are
enrolled.

Mr. Court: Do you agree that this should
be done in one electorate, and one part of
an electorate only?

Mr. POTTER: I will come to that as my
argument advances. The practice is also
indulged in by local government author-
ities. They also do the same thing and
therefore I feel that it is something that
should be continued. This Bill in itself
would preclude electoral officers from do-
Ing their duty in that it would prevent
them from leaving the electoral office for
the purpose of inquiring from local govern-
ing authorities, and the like, as to whether
people are eligible to be on the roll.

By way of Interjection the member for
Nedlanids asked whether or not I agreed
with their being used in particular areas.
In my opening remarks I said the practice
had been in vogue over the years and as a
result in such areas as mine-which is an
old electorateL-there would be no need
for that, but in a new electorate they can
be enrolled 100 per cent.

In the case of the West Province I dis-
agree with the member for Nedlands. It
was known that there would be no opposi-
tion to the candidate then standing-or at
least no selected opposition to that candi-
date. But that did not deter the Electoral
Department from doing the job which I
understand it completed.

Mr. Court: I think you are misinformed.
Mr. POTTER: The same applies to the

Metropolitan Province.
Hon. Sir Ross McLarty: Why was not it

done In the South-East Province?
Mr. POTTER: There again there are no

new settlements to the same extent as there
are elsewhere.

Hon. Sir Ross McLarty: There are new
boundaries.

Mr. POTTER: Unfortunately, owing to
the lack of manpower in the Electoral
Department this is not possible, but I
should say it would be a good thing if it
could be done in the South East Province.
because the Leader of the Country Party
pointed out particular areas of that pro-
vince which had not been canvassed and
which could have been. There were a
number of other areas such as Merredin,
Bullfinch and the like that should have
been covered in the South-East Province.

I disagree entirely that the Electoral
Department showed any political bias. if
it were done for the purpose of political
advantage, then I would suggest that there
are areas which would give a percentage
of four to five to the Labour Party in the
Metropolitan Province. So there was no
idea of seeking political advantage because
the quality of voters in this particular pro-
vince to which the member for Cottesloe
took such exception was an unknown
quantity at the time when the depart-
mental officers went out.
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Then again, I also read in the Press a
leading article appearing on Monday, the
24th September. I had some objection to
it in that that particular article stated
in one portion that-

Enrolment and voting for the Upper
House are voluntary, and, largely due
to ignorance and apathy, people are
slow to take advantage of them. It
would be helpful to a section of the
public-and also to the three political
parties-if the department were re-
quired to publicise, simply and clearly
the property requirements that govern
enrolment.

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: Read the rest of
it.

Mr. POTTER; I can read the whole.
Mr. Ross Hutchinson: Read it.
Mr. POTTER: The point about this

particular extract-
Hon. D . Brand: The bit you have not

read.
Mr. POTTER: - I am referring to is

that I do not see how the Goverrnent
department could put in clear language
the qualifications necessary for enrolment,
because they are in such a tangle. They
certainly are on the back of the card. It
is necessary to be on the spot to explain
the full property qualifications in order to
put people on the roll. Therefore I feel
the Government would be giving a service
if it sent departmental officers around
more frequently for the purpose of secur-
ing enrolments.

In so far as political advantages are
concerned, it is preferable for the par-
ticular political party to do the enrolling
itself, because that means a contact is
made with the people. Therefore, I feel
that this side of the House should take
umbrage at the points raised by the mem-
ber for Cottesloe in support of his as-
sertion that we are trying to seek a politi-
cal advantage.

Another part of this leading article I
have referred to went on to say-

There cannot be any excuse for the
Government's wasting public money
on overtime for such a purpose.

I do not think there is any other way that
would waste more money than enrolment
on these electoral cards and the duplica-
tion of departmental administration
which takes pace because of the restricted
franchise in relation to the Legislative
Council and the compulsory voting in re-
spect of the Legislative Assembly. I should
like to have some idea of the costs that
this restricted franchise in relation to the
Legislative Council runs this country into.

It ill behoves the Opposition to point
to this side of the House in regard to the
wasting of money. First of all, there is

the duplication of the staff and the dupli-
cation of the printing of the cards and
so on. I should like to have a full ac-
counting of the costs involved.

Hon. D. Brand: Why waste money by
paying overtime to put electors on the
roll?

Mr. POTTER: As a matter of fact, we
can give our forbears full marks for what
they have done. We look upon the Legis-
lative Councils throughout the British
Commonwealth as Houses of tutelage and
not Houses of review. They were set up
in the first place primarily for the purpose
of handing over the government to a re-
sponsible Government. That is what has
been done throughout the whole of Aus-
tralia. India, Pakistan and Ceylon could
point to Western Australia and say that
Western Australians are still under colonial
domination.

Mr. Cornell: Do they have an Upper
House?

Mr. POTTER: They have lull responsible
Government.

The SPEAKER: I do not think the hon.
member is discussing this Bill.

Mr: POTTER: I should like to point
out-

Hon. D. Brand: I would like to think
you were going out.

Mr. POTTER: I think that this Govern-
ment or any Government of any political
colour for that matter would be very remiss
in its duties if it did not in regard to
volountary enrolment, have departmental
officers going out and enrolling-

Hon. D. Brand: At overtime rates?
Mr. POTTER:-because of the historical

circumstances which I previously pointed
out. For that matter they could even be
put on incentive payments.

Hon. D. Brand: That is against Govern-
ment policy. Do you agree with incentive
payments?

Mr. POTTER: In some respects, and in
relation to this piece of legislation, yes.
I point out to the member for Cottesloe
that if this measure goes through in its
present form, it will restrict the workings
of the department in relation to its normal
duties in so far as this Chamber is con-
cerned. Therefore I have to oppose the
measure.

MR. ANDREW (Victoria Park) [10.24]:
The purpose of the Bill Is. I believe, a
good one: that is if it were only true, but
I do not think that it has proved to be so.
It was suggested that something had been
done by the Electoral Department which
was of advantage to one particular party.
When the member for Cottesloe brought
the Bill down it was pointed out to him
that not only would it achieve what he
wanted, but it would go further Inasmuch
as it would hamstring the department in
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its ordinary normal duties. When that
was pointed out to him, he would, if he
had done the wise thing, have withdrawn
the Hill.

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: If that is the only
point you are worrying about, I have an
amendment to deal with it.

The SPEAKER: Order!
Mr. ANDREW: Both the member for

Cottesloe and the member for Nedlands
have made allegations about officers of the
department enrolling people outside of the
department. I think that is wrong. When
the member for Cottesloe was speaking,
someone interjected and he said, "Would
you like us to enrol people in Peppermint
Grove?" I think he got a surprise when
we said, "Yes, we would like all the people
to be enrolled." The hon. member em-
phasised the fact that this was a voluntary
vote and a voluntary enrolment, and as a
result no officer of the department should
take steps to enrol people. I point out.
however, that that is done by other bodies
in connection with elections, such a muni-
cipal elections. I have never yet filled in
an enrolment card for any municipality,
but I have voted at municipal elections.

Hon. Sir Ross Mctarty: You go on the
roll automatically as a ratepayer.

Mr.
same.
people

ANDREW: The principal is the
These bodies spend money to put
on a voluntary roll.

Mr. Bovell: Who do?
Mr. ANDREW: The municipalities.
Mr. Bovell: Rubbish!
Hon. Sir Ross McLarty: They do not

spend any money. The ratepayers go on
automatically,

Mr. ANDREW: The municipalities send
officers around to check the people in the
houses and put them on the roll, and it
must cost money to do that. I have not
heard any member of the Opposition say
there is anything wrong in that, and there
is not, and there is nothing wrong in the
Government doing it.

The most unfounded statements in re-
gard to the Bill were those to the effect
that the Government was getting an
advantage. The member for Nedlands
made the statement that the Government,
through the Electoral Department, took
votes in areas which were predominantly
Labour. He said the election took place
before the enrolments could take effect.
and he said they were justified in being
suspicious.

Mr. Court: I did not say the election
took place before the enrolments took
effect.

Mr. ANDREW: The hon. member made
the statement that the election took Place
before the enrolment took effect, because
I made a note of what he said at the time.
Although allegations and assertions have

been made, no speaker has yet brought
forward any proof that we were getting
any advantage from this. We would like
everyone to be on the roll.

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: It has been proved
that you got an advantage.

Mr. ANDREW: I guarantee that if we
brought down a Bill to provide for com-
pulsory enrolment, members opposite would
not support it. We want everyone who is
entitled to be on the roll, to be on it.

Mr. Cornell: Do you not think the
process of enrolment should be continuous
and not spasmodic?

Mr. ANDREW: I agree, if it can be
managed financially. I think that is the
only thing that has held it up. It would
be better if we could do it on a continuous
basis and put everybody on the roll. I
would suggest to the member for Cottesloe,
'aho speaks of unfair advantages, that
there is another aspect of electoral
activities which would bear examination.

For a, considerable time Labour has been
at a serious disadvantage in regard to
postal voting. In my electorate the postal
votes, if everything is above board, should
be a reflection of the average vote in the
district. In Victoria Park at the last
election the Labour vote was 5,600 odd and
the Liberal vote 3,400 odd. The Postal votes
for Labour should have been five to three
in Labour's favour, yet they came out at
137 for Labour and 177 Liberal. It might
be said that those voting by postal vote
would be people who were going away for
various reasons and that probably they
would be the more well-to-do. As regards
the absentee votes--

The SPEAKER: Order! I must ask the
hon. member to return to the Hill.

Mr, ANDREW: I am aware that what
I was saying was not connected with the
Bill, but I wanted to mention it. How-
ever, I bow to your ruling, Sir.

The SPEAKER: If I allowed the hon.
member to discuss those matters, every
other member who spoke would wish to do
SO.

Mr. ANDREW: The Minister made cer-
tain statements in regard to this matter
and I consider that if we could put Legis-
lative Council enrolments on a basis suit-
able to all parties-I do not think there is
any justification for any measure which
might arise from suspicion-

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: More than sus-
picion.

Mr. ANDREW: If the hon. member had
been animated by purity of motive, he
would have acted differently. He has not
substantiated any allegation he has made,
nor has any other member opposite. If
we could work on a broader basis, I believe
we could enrol all those entitled to be on
the roll and, as finance would not allow
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the department to do it, I think the only
way to achieve that end would be to make
enrolment compulsory. I oppose the Bill.

MRt. .JAMIESON (Beeloo) [10.35]: In
opposing this measure I wish first to
point out that the member for Cottesloe
belongs to a party which has been so cunl-
ning for so long in its attitude towards the
Legislative Council franchise that it will
eventually be caught up in that cunning.
If the political research officers employed
by the Liberal Party were worth the
money paid to them, it would have been
known immediately after the general
election, when the Legislative Council by-
election and the Legislative Assembly tri-
ennial election were held together, that
whatever occurred would not have made
one iota of difference If the enrolment
had been on the Legislative Assembly
basis.

Members opposite have the answer to
the problem in their own hands and if
they would agree to the basis of Legis-
lative Assembly enrolmenlts they would
cure what they now claim Is an ill in
regard to the Government of the day from
time to time being able to direct the Elec-
toral Department to canvass an area. I
do not wish to go into the figures, but
with the exception of the Midland Pro-
vince, at the next biennial election, on a
Legislative Assembly franchise basis and
on the last election figures, there would
be no change, except for the normal trend
and in that Province it could be possible
that a Country Party man would displace
a Liberal.

Other than that, there is no possibility
of change and so members opposite are
running away from something which will
eventually catch up with them because
the time will come when a number of
enrolments will be made and they will pay
the penalty for not having taken a more
reasonable view. I agree that every
chance should be given to a person to
enrol on the Legislative Council roll and,
despite the protests by way of interjection
from members opposite, the Municipal
Corporations Act makes it incumbent-
although it is not enforced by the Min-
ister or closely adhered to generally-
upon the town clerk of a municipality that
he shall, on or before the 20th day of
September each year cause to be prepared
a list of all persons who appear to him
to be entitled to register as electors on
the electoral roll for the municipal dis-
trict and, if the district is divided into
wards, for the several wards; and the list
Is thereafter referred to as the electoral
list.

The member for Greenough protested
that in the four years he had been in
the metropolitan area his home had never
been canvassed, but he has lived in a
municipality for a short time only. Be-
fore that he lived in a road district and
the provisions of the Road Districts Act
are not the same, in that it is incumbent

upon the occupier to see that he is en-
rolled within a certain time. The prin-
cipal local authority in this State, the
City of Perth. each year undertakes a
complete canvass of its district to keep
its roll up to date. Despite the fact that
in the Victoria Park ward the roll Is very
comprehensive, with 60 names on each
Page, there are at least 20 occupiers in-
cluded, which shows that the roll is well
kept and up to date.

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: Did you say it
was a complete canvass? That is not so
bad.

Mr. JAMIESON: That is what we would
like for the whole area. I should like to
refer to a letter written by the hon. mem-
ber which was published in "The West
Australian" on the 14th February this
year. The crux of his argument seems to
be contained in the final sentence which
reads-

Irrespective of whether Liberal or
Labour supporters are enrolled, surely
it is wrong, and an abuse of public
money, for the Government to canvass
certain areas to place people on a roll
that is Purely voluntary.

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: I said "certain
areas". Have a look at it again.

Mr. JAMIfESON: That is so. I am prov-
ing that there is a justification for can-
vassing areas whether they be certain
areas or not. We have been justified, in
carrying out this canvass In Common-
wealth-State housing areas, because those
People have had less opportunity of get-
ting on the roll and they have not the
same knowledge of the Act as perhaps
other people have, and many of them do
not know that they are entitled to be on
the roll.

As regards the Victoria Park ward,
which I was discussing a few moments
ago, it may be Interesting to members to
know that despite the many times that
Labour has had candidates who have put
up under its banner, they have all been
well and truly thrashed. Yet the roll is
Labour-loaded by virtue of the districts it
covers. It is interesting to compare that
with a roll for the Victoria Park sub-
district of the Suburban Province. There
are some 3,895 people enrolled for that
part of the province and yet, within al-
most the same boundaries, there are some
7,283 people enrolled for the Victoria Park
ward of the City Council. That gives
members some idea of the difference that
could be made If canvasses were under-
taken by the department. However, in an
old district such as Victoria Park there
would need to be a good deal of sorting
out, much more so than would be the case
in a new district where probably only one
or two people in a street were enrolled.

Having due regard to that aspect, I think
some consideration should be given by
those sitting opposite, or at least by those
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who support the Liberal line of thought
when they say that something should be
done to educate electors regarding their
constitutional rights and privileges. Yet
the same members accuse this Govern-
ment of doing something wrong when
all it is doing is to try to achieve
what Liberal Party members desire.
That object is set out in the Liberal Party
platform, of which I have a copy: so I do
not think there could be much harm in
the Government's action.

Mr. Moir: Have they a platform?
Mr. JAAMIESON: Yes, we unearthed one

alter many years.
Mr. Heal: It Is a changing one.
Mr. JAMIESON: Yes. I do not think

much harm is being done by allowing the
department's officers to keep the rolls up
to date in these new areas, whether they
be in Floreat Park or anywhere else. The
areas that were canvassed did not prove
to be overwhelmingly Labour because the
person who was elected obtained a con-
siderable number of votes in those districts.

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: That is entirelyv
wrong. I have given the figures for the
areas canvassed.

Mr. JAMIESON: The hon. member
ought to check the figures.

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: You are entirely
wrong.

Mr. JAMIESON: The hon. member has
his opinion and I have mine. The only
part of the province which voted against
the member who was elected was Mt.
Hawthorn. That was an area which was
transferred from the Suburban Province
and it had been canvassed and dealt with
on a previous occasion. The hon. mem-
ber knows that.

If this Bill is agreed to it will merely
prohibit officers of the department from
canvassing for the Legislative Council rolls
at the same time as they are checking
Legislative Assembly enrolments, That
would be a further restriction on enrol-
meats for the Legislative Council and as
a result I claim that everyone who thinks
clearly on the matter must oppose the
Bill. The Minister has already told us
that canvasses were undertaken as far
back as 1904 and 1905 when Legislative
Assembly enrolments were voluntary.

Mr. Court: They were full-scale can-
vasses.

Mr. JAMIESON: They might have been.
I agree, too, that many more people were
used then than is the case today. If to-
day they started to use members of the
Police Force and others to undertake can-
vasses, departmental officers would have
a considerable job in trying to work out
electoral cards. It is difficult even for
those who have been in the game for
many years and a number of mistakes are
made because of the many pitfalls.

Mr. Roberts: In recent years has any
canvass been undertaken in country areas?

Mr, JAMIESON: I understand so.
Mr. Roberts: Whereabouts?
Mr. JAMIESON: Earlier in the debate

the Leader of the Country Party referred
to areas in the country that had been
canvassed.

Hon. Sir Ross McLarty: I do not think
he spoke.

Mr. Roberts: Were they canvassed by
Electoral Department officers?

Mr. JAMvESON: Yes; he considered
that the area canvassed was not big
enough. But he specified certain areas in
the South-East Province that had been
covered by officers of the department.
While we have a voluntary franchise we
should all do our best to educate the
electors and appeal to them to become
enrolled in order to overcome this position.
By further restricting the franchise, we
will not be overcoming the situation and I
must oppose the Bill.

The SPEAKER: The question is: That
the Bill be now read a second time.

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: Mr. Speaker, I
called.

The SPEAKER: I did not see anybody
rise and I did not hear the hon. member
properly.

Mr. Ross Hutchinson: Apparently you
could not see me round the corner.

The SPEAKER: The hon. member may
proceed.

MR. ROSS HUTCHINSON (Cottesloe-
in reply) [10.491: I am deeply concerned
at a remark made by the Minister for
Justice, by way of interjection, when the
member for Nedlands was speaking to the
Bill. The Minister said that he would
gladly take a similar action again. I am
deeply concerned about this because I be-
lieve that two incidents to which I referred
when I introduced the Bill were sufficient
proof to establish beyond reasonable doubt
that a party-political advantage was cer-
tainly sought and had been gained. I gave
the figures. I have not the figures for the
West Province with me, but I shall refer to
it again later in my summing up. But the
point is that the Government in canvassing,
certain areas with electoral officers chose
Labour strongholds.

When one looks at the polling figures
for the areas that were canvassed and the
overall polling figures for the recent State
elections, it is obvious to all but the most
deeply prejudiced that the Government
sought to make Political capital and Indeed
gained it in the Metropolitan Province, de-
spite the fact that the Liberal candidate
for that province polled tremendous figures.
The region in which the electoral officers
were employed was Killarney and from the
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figures on the recent State elections it is
seen that there is definitely a preponderence
of Labour voters there. As was mentioned
earlier, the polling figures for these parts
are most revealing for the election held on
the 7th April. There were 812 people out
of a total of 1,197 who voted at the North
Scarborough school where the Killarney
voters cast their votes. Further, there were
322 Labour voters out of a total of 436
electors on the roll.

Mr. Hall: Apparently you are wontied.
Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON: What I am

worried about is that this sort of thing
can continue and that members on that
side of the House, in their aim to get elec-
tors on the roll, can view advantages such
as these with a lack of concern. That is
the thing that disturbs mns so much. Mem-
bers opposite try to smarm it over b3y say-
ing that all electors should be on the roll
but these officers were employed to canvass
the areas that were predominantly Labour,
and the figures are there.

The Minister for Transport: In other
words, you would have been happy if they
had voted Li.beral.

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON: The Minister
for Transport, as usual, is keeping up to
his standard, which Is a, very low standard.

Hon. Sir Ross McLarty: No wonder you
have to put another tax on beer!I

The Minister for Transport: That ought
to upset you, tool

Hon. Sir Ross MeLarty: You raise railway
freights, increase the land tax and all the
rest of It.

The SPEAER: Order! The House should
give the member for Cottesloe a fair go.

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON: Those figures
are very enlightening. It Is quite apparent
that the Government discriminated in the
areas it chose for such a canvass in order
to gain a political advantage. When I say
that, members opposite might exclaim,'"How do you know?" But everything
points in that direction. A canvass was
also carried out in the West Province.
That alludes to the same point.

Mr. May: Which point?
Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON: I was deeply

disturbed to hear from the Minister that
such a practice will occur again, but I
hope the public will be Informed of what
will happen in this regard. I am di's-
turbed as to what will happen on a fairly
high plane as far as the public is con-
cerned. The impression held by a great
number of people is that politics generally
is a pretty dirty game. Such a statement
has been made on many occasions. Many
writers have put such statements in their
books.

Mr. May: You are talking about America
now-

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON: I am trying
to speak about Western Australia and
Australia generally.

Mr. may: You know that your party
puts a surcharge on such things.

The SPEAKER: Order, please!I
Mr. ROSS HUTCHINqSON: The point I

am trying to make Is that the public,
by and large, very frequently refer to poli-
tics as being a dirty game. On numerous
occasions, too, the word "Politician" seems
to carry some sort of stigma. I do not
like it, and I do not think other members
like it either.

The Minister for Transport: There seems
to be more prestige In being called a
bodgie.

The Minister for Lands: What about a
"podgie"?

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON: If these prac-
tices continue and if further attempts
are made to gain political advantage, as
has already been done by the Government,
the people in this State are entitled to
refer to politics as being a dirty game
and to say that politics stink because
those who take an interest in these
matters, without having regard to the
"smarming over" indulged in by Labour
supporters, cannot but agree that politics
is a dirty game. The employment of the
services of electoral officers for this pur-
pose is Just beyond the pale as far as I
am concerned and I am very disturbed
about it.

Mr. Moir: You are entitled to your
opinion, of course.

The Minister for Transport: I think
you have a dirty mind.

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON: I am trying
to 'disregard the intdrjections, Sir. Of
course-

Hon. Sir Ross MeLarty: The minister
for Transport made a characteristic re-
mark.

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON: -the Minis-
ter for Transport is continuing to be ob-
jectionable and I disregard what he has
said.

The Minister for Transport: You have
seen something despicable in both matters
raised tonight.

Hon. Sir Ross McLarty: He Is telling the
truth.

The Minister for Transport: You were
drinking whisky at Kwinana when the hon.
member was speaking before.

Hon. D. Brand: What about the
Premier?

The Minister for ITansport: He left
there a long time ago.

The SPEAKER: Order, please! The mem-
ber for Cottcsloe is addressing the Chair,
I hope.

Mr. ROSS HUTCHIN'SON: Other
speakers to this Bill pointed out, in a
constructive way, that the terms of the
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new section which I propose to add to
the Principal Act could perhaps interfere
With the legitimate activities of the officers
of the Electoral Department. That could
be so and it was not my intention that
it should be so. Therefore, to obviate any
alarm that may arise on that score, when
the Bill goes into Committee I intend to
move an amendment.

The Minister for Works: When we get
into Committee!

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON: The amend-
ment proposes to delete certain words
which members opposite do not like be-
cause they would affect the legitimate
operations of the electoral officers. There-
fore, in Committee, I intend to delete the
words "obtaining information to enable
the Chief Electoral Officer or any of his
officers to add to, alter or revise."

The SPEAKER: The hon. member can-
not discuss that point now. He is replying
to the debate on the second reading of the
Bill. He can deal with that matter in
Committee.

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON: In order to
satisfy the criticism that I have heard
from members on the opposite side of the
House it is necessary for me, in an attempt
to win their votes, to try to indicate what
the amendment proposed. It is my in-
tention when in Committee to move along
those lines. In place of the words which
I would propose to delete I would insert
the following words:-

enrolling any person whether by
canvass or otherwise on.

The Minister for Health said in reply to
a Qluestion that at the moment no elec-
toral officers were in the field canvassing
for enrolment. He said that was so be-
cause it was not necessary. Why was it
necessary at the time when they were put
Into the field? If it is not necessary now,
why was it necessary then; or why is it
still necessary?

The Minister for Works: Why?
Mr. ROSS HUJTCHINSON: There seems

to be a definite lack of reason on the Min-
ister's part in relation to that. Perhaps
it is not necessary at present because there
is no election immediately in the offing.

Mr. Evans: That is a half truth.
Hon. D. Brand: You should know some-

thing about half truths.
Mr. ROSS HUTCHINqSON: My whole

idea is to prevent any Government from
abusing its power and trying to gain party
advantage by making enrolments. I tried
to prove my point when I gave the neces-
sary figures. It has been mentioned by
some speakers that there was an incident
In the past which indicated an abuse of
power at the time.

Hon. D. Brand: In the year 1900.

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINTSON: That Was a
long timne ago and I accept it. If It Was
done in the same manner as it has been
done recently, then it was wrong.

Ron. Sir Ross McLarty: In those days
the police used to do a. canvass.

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON: The two are
not comparable, but I merely mention
them; and it is all the more important
that the Bill should be passed. In his
speech the member for Collie mentioned
that although I had introduced the Bill
somebody else really gave birth to it in
some mysterious manner; that I was only
the instrument wsed to bring the measure
before the House. Even If that were so,
the Bill is still before the House. In actual
fact, however, that was not the case as
the idea of bringing the BIll down was
mine alone.

Mr. May: I believe you.
The Minister for Lands: We know who

the father is but who is the mother?
Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON: The member

for Collie also spoke about the enormous
funds on which the Liberal Party were
able to draw to carry out this work.

Mr. May: I referred to the methods.
Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON: Do not let

anybody be carried away with the idea
that we have an extraordinary sum of
money tucked away which we can use to
enrol people on Council rolls,

Mr. Moir: What have you done with
it all?

Mr. ROSS HUJTCHINSON: As far as
we are concerned, the enrolment of people
on Council rolls is done to a large extent
by voluntary labour as no doubt the enrol-
ment work on the Government side is
done by Labour supporters. Perhaps the
statements regarding this super-abundance
of money and the methods by which we
raise it was responsible for the use of
public money by the Government to carry
out Labour's enrolment job.

I would like to reiterate the facts out-
lined by the Leader of the Opposition and
the member for Nedlands. The West
Province was canvassed In certain housing
areas when the rumour went around that
the Liberal Party was going to contest
the seat. The canvassing stopped when
the rumour was scotched.

Mr. Potter:, When the area was com-
pleted.

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON: When the
rumour was scotched. Secondly, the elec-
tion date was delayed while electoral
officers worked in the field in the Metro-
politan Province: where civil servants can-
vassed the areas that were predominantly
Labour. I have a note here to the effect
that what has been done before could be
done again and that is a good reason for
the introduction of this Bill. Since I have
written that note, the Minister has said
that ho would be glad to do it again.

Mr. May: He was very honest about it.
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Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON: As far as
Possible by this measure, I want to avoid
the idea that politics will be soiled. As
far as we are able, we should strive to
cleanse politics wherever possible.

Mr. Potter: Enlarge the franchise.
Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON: While mem-

bers opposite feel there has been no neces-
sity for the public to say, "This is dirty
polities," I would like to add that there is
a large percentage of the people, and the
whole Opposition, who feel that there has
been dirt in Politics here.

Mr. May: Something like the party
propaganda we got from Sydney.

Hon. Sir Ross MeLarty: He answered
you.

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON: I look for-
ward to the time when the hon. member
reads the answer to his letter. The mem-
ber for Subiaco said that this had been
done before. Never before has it been done
with the intention of giving any party a
political advantage.

Mr. Potter: It has never been done to
give a party a political advantage.

Mr. ROSS HUTCHINSON: I commend
the Bill to the House. It would be strong
meat for the Government to swallow; but
if it is big enough, it will be able to do so.
I hope the public will be well and truly
informed as to what has happened in the
past and what can happen again in the
future.

Question put and a division taken with
the following result:-

Ayes .. .. .. .. 1
Noes .. .. .. ... 23

Majority against

Mr, Bovell
Mr. Brand
Mr. Cornell
Mr, Court
Mr. Crommelin
Mr. Orayden
Mr, Hearman
Mr. 1. Manning

Mr. Andrew
Mr. Brady
Mr, Evans
Mr. Gaffy
Mr. Grahamn
Mr. Hll
Mr. Heai
Mr. W. Hegney
Mr. Hoar
Mr. Jamteson
Mr. Johnson
Mr. Lawrence

Ayes.
Mr. Thorn
Mr. Oldileld
Mr. Nalder
Mr. Owen
Mr. Ackland

8

Ayes.
Mr. W. Manning
Sir Rose McLarty
Mr. Perkins
Mr. Roberts
Mr. Watts
Mr. Wild
Mr. Hutchinson

(Taller.)
HoesL

Mr. Marshall
Mr, Molt
Mr. Norton
Mr. O'Brien
Mr. Potter
Mr. Rhatigan
Mr. Rodoreda.
Mr. Seweli
Mr. Toms
Mr. Tonkin
Mr. May

pairs.
Noes.

Mr. Kelly
Mr. Hawks
Mr. Sleemnan
Mr. Lapham
Mr. Nulsen2

(Teller.j

Question thus negatived.
Bill defeated.

House adjourned at 11.12 p.m.

{Iivgblatinr (lornnil
Thursday, 25th October, 1956.
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 3.30
P.M., and read prayers.

QUESTIONS.

WAR SERVICE LAND SErLEMENT.
(a) Bulldozing at Denbarker and Narricup.

Hon. J. Mel. THOMSON asked the Min-
ister for Railways;,

(1) When were tenders called for bull-
dozing for clearing properties for war ser-
vice land settlement in the Denbarker and
Narrikup areas?

(2) How many tenders were received?
(3) Was any tender accepted?
(4) Was the lowest tender accepted?
(5) If not, what were the various tender

rates, and why was the lowest tender not
accepted?

The MINISTER replied:.
Tenders are not called for heavy clear-

ing on an acreage basis, as this method
did Prove unsatisfactory. At Narrikup all
clearing was carried out by Government
machines. At Denbarker the greater por-
tion of clearing operations has been carried
out by war service land settlement
machines. To hasten development last
year, a number of known experienced con-
tractors were employed on an hourly basis.

(b) Narrikup Properties.
Ron. J. McI. THOMSON asked the Min-

ister for Railways:
(1) Are there any properties in the Nar-

rikup area which have been developed, or
partly developed for war service land set-
tlement, and which It has now been de-
cided are not to Proceed to allotment to
any settler?
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